Mar 9 08 5™ Sunday Lent John 11:1-45
YES! IT’S TRUE

You know, there are things that we know that are true and there are things we know that are not true.
Sometimes we might have our doubts or think something can’t be true. Some things seem hard to believe. Ripley
had some things he called “Believe it or not” as he showed amazing things which at times were hard to believe. In
fact in Florida there is a ‘Believe or Not” museum. We sometimes are like Thomas who wanted to touch the
wounds of Jesus before he believed his friends report that Jesus had risen. For some, seeing believes. For those
who walk by faith | would say that believing is seeing.

Now in our lifetime there are 2 subjects that most people hate to talk about. One is taxes and the other is
death. We can never agree on either. Most people hate taxes, yet they are what our government uses to help pay
the bills. Even schools and towns use them in order to take care of the things that are needed like roads and paying
teachers and getting supplies and getting rid of snow and adding salt and fixing up downtown and pay some
salaries. The United Methodist doesn’t call them taxes but we have apportionments in order to help support our

conference and also those things around the world such as missions and missionaries. In the presidential race we



see where taxes have been talked about. One wants to hold the line. Others want to take a look at them and see
how they can be fixed so more people can have more money in their pockets, yet still have the things we need to
survive. One candidate for president years ago looked into the eyes of the American people through TV and said
his famous line, “Read my lips! No new taxes.” Problem was, when he got elected it became a different story.
The other subject is the focus of our message this morning. We don’t like to talk about death. We think it is
a morbid topic at times. But when you read the paper it stares you right in the face. We see people being killed for
no reason at all. We read about those who die in accidents. We read about insurgents who use others to be bombs
and blow themselves and others up in other countries. Then you turn to the death notices and read about those
whom have died. Yesterday | did a funeral for a man who I had not seen in 19 years and was in my Buffalo
church. So death is real. Yet, when was the last time you had a discussion about death or heard a sermon about it?
You already heard Bart refer to Lazarus’ death and call back to life. He also alluded to the promise that
comes out of Ezekiel when the question was, “Can these bones live again?” and the answer came in the form of a

promise from God. “I will put my spirit within you, and you will live.”



| had a tough choice in deciding which Scripture lesson | wanted to use this morning because the story in
Ezekiel about dry bones and God giving new hearts is a powerful one, and also one of my favorites. But so is the
story about Lazarus. So | leaned toward the story of Lazarus. He was a good buddy of Jesus. Many times Jesus
must have stayed at his house for we know at one time his sister’s Mary and Martha welcomed Jesus and his crew
to their house as they served them a meal.

Let me read his story from John 11:1-45. READ

Let’s break this story down to understand it for today. You see like many of us death brought sorrow. Mary
and Martha had sent word to Jesus about their brother’s condition because they believed that Jesus could heal him.
But because he knew something greater was going to be accomplished if he was not there, Jesus didn’t go right
away to visit his friend, much to his surprise of his disciples.

Now it is four days later when they arrive in Bethany. When they got there Lazarus had been dead for 4 days
and his sister Martha came running to Jesus wearing her feelings on her sleeve. I think that she might have been a
little angry or just disappointed with Jesus for not coming when he got the message. Some people could relate to

that today when we think God hasn’t answered our prayers soon enough. You can sense it in Martha’s voice



when she says, “Lord if only you had been here my brother would not have died.” There is that clause once again.

“If only Lord, you had answered my prayer I would have.....” Listen now to Jesus’ calming answer to her because
it is the one where we all find hope. Hesaid,“ | am t he r e s urHewho belieses in mawvdll liveh e
even though he dieand whoever lives and believes in me will neverdie. you bel i eve this

My friends many of us have been faced with this same situation. We faced it recently when our daughter-in-
law died in January. After all, if we who believe in a life in heaven with God, then there is something better than
suffering in this life. Some of you here this morning just experienced it when someone in your family has recently
died. I just officiated at a funeral of a man who was 60 years old and | had not seen in 19 years, but his wife saw
me on TV 2 years ago advertising our churches book fair and lunch and asked the hospital chaplain to search me
out. They found me in Alabama while on vacation let me know how critical he was. When we came home we
visited with him and his family before he died. She felt at peace with me there and wanted me to be her ‘pastor’
during this time. By Tuesday morning he entered into perfect rest and | have been ministering to that family.

Some Sunday she said she would be “popping” in to visit our church.



2 things | want us to remember from this conversation Jesus had with Martha. First, Jesus reminds us
when we walk the shadow of death that those who believe in him will live even though they die.

My friends that are what this life is all about. God didn’t put us on this earth to forget about us. He didn’t
wind us up like some mechanical doll and say, “okay goes do what you want and when your springs wear out
that’s the end.” No! He put us on this earth so that we could prepare to live with him in heaven for eternity. He
provides for us all the time. He watches over us, guides us, and tries to steer us in the right direction. He even
gave us his son so that we would know more about him. His son even gave his life so we would not have to suffer
the pain of our sins, nor be afraid of death. But for some reason we act like this life is all there is. We put our faith
on hold thinking that some day we may trust in Jesus and live like he commands us to live. We think we have the
rest of our lives, yet in a twinkling of an eye your life could come to and end, just like that. We read about it all
the time when a tornado hits unexpectedly at night or someone crosses the line in the road and hits someone head
on. Or some crazed person walks into a college class and shoots people he may not have known. Or some
boyfriend wants to get even with his girl friends for breaking up and kills her and him. Or like we have been

reading about a carjacking and robbery goes wrong and a college student is killed. We forget that Jesus came to



live amongst us so that we could feel his love and his forgiveness. Lent isn’t just about his suffering. Lent is about
preparing for not only his resurrection and victory. It’s for ours as well. Because we remember and celebrate his
rising on Easter morning knowing that ‘because He lives we will live as well. Because he lives we can face
tomorrow. Because he lives all fears are gone, for [ know who holds tomorrow.”

Mary and Martha and their friends were grieving much like most of us have done at one time or another.
Like our devotion said this morning, “God gives life after death.”

Hear the Good News. The grave is not the end. In his letter to the Romans Paul says, “If Christ is in you,
your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Sprit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.”

Remember the grave is a new beginning. The shell of a person or their ashes might be there but their spirit
has already risen and gone to be with God awaiting that final day when all God’s people will be taken there. It’s
the beginning of our new eternal life with God. Now that is something to rejoice about... We become free. Our

bodies are clear of all disease and pain. We are restored to perfect health once again never to be sick again. Those



who are lame will be walking again. Those who are blind will see, just ask Fanny Crosby when you get there.
Those who are deaf will hear. Those who can’t speak will be singing God’s praises. My friends that are the
promise we have from our God and that is why Jesus went to the cross for us.

“He who believes in me shall live, even though they die,” Jesus said. Mary and Martha were grieving the
loss of their brother but Jesus had something better for them. You see he was about to call their brother Lazarus
from the tomb after he had been dead for 4 days. He was giving him new life on this earth. They rejoiced! Those
around them rejoiced as Lazarus came forth from the grave when Jesus called him to come forth.

Now we don’t know what he experienced at that time. Maybe he shared some stuff about heaven with Mary
and Martha later, but we don’t have anything recorded in scripture about it. Maybe like those who have had a near
death experience he saw the light, maybe he was in the presence of God and didn’t want to come back to earth,
but God sent him back because his work on earth was not over. And when you look at the following passages you
see one reason he came back, for this was the last straw for the religious leaders. The one thing we know for sure
was that Lazarus had died and now he was alive. And we know because of this one situation those who watched

the religious leaders | mean, some believed yet some stood with their mouths wide open when they saw Lazarus



coming forth. They went to tell the others what had happened and the next thing you know the religious leaders
decided Jesus had to die.

The second thing I want to mention is that Jesus asked Martha a question after he talked to her about the
resurrection. He said, “Martha doyou b e | i e v ele waslaskirsy Martha if she believed that those who believe
in Jesus will never die, that they will live forever with him. “Yes” she said. “I believe.”

You know this is the same question that Jesus asks us this morning. He says do you believe what | did for
Lazarus | can do for you? Do you believe that those who believe in Jesus will live forever with him? Do you
believe that it can start now, right now, when you believe in him?

In the story of Lazarus it states, “Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus
did, put their faith in him.” But some didn’t.

My friends, hear the message from our closing hymn “I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from
glory, how he gave his life on Calvary to save a wretch like me; | heard about his groaning, of his precious
blood’s atoning, then I repented of my sins and won the victory. Oh victory in Jesus, my Savior forever! He

sought me and bought me with his redeeming blood; he loved me ere | knew him, and all my love is due him; he



plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.” My friends that’s a song of rejoicing. “When we all get to
heaven what a day of rejoicing that will be. When we all see Jesus we will sing and shout the victory’ another
hymn about what heaven will be like states.

This fifth Sunday in Lent we are reminded that death is not to be feared when you believe in Jesus. The
closing words of our devotion said, “The God of the Bible, the Father of our Lord Jesus, the great God of our
Christian faith, is the God who has given us life in the first place, and he has the power to give us life again.”

Yes, folks it is true. There is a heaven. Yes its true Jesus lives. And it’s true, those who believe is Jesus will
live forever. In fact, God’s word promises that “He will put a new spirit within you and you shall live.” Just as
Jesus called forth Lazarus from the grave, one day the trump will sound and the angels will come with Jesus as he
calls those who belong to him to come to their eternal resting place forever and ever. Folks do you believe this? |
pray you do for then you will have peace when you enter into your time of rest. If not, it’s time to believe. For

God wants none to be lost but all to be saved. That’s what Easter is all about. There is victory in Jesus!



