Feb 10 08 Genesis 3 1% Sunday Lent
THIS IS WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

The book of Genesis is known as the book of ‘origins’ or better known as
‘the book of beginnings.’ In his commentary on Genesis Stuart Briscoe says “In
Genesis you find the beginning of creation, the origin of mankind, the origin of
marriage, the origin of sin, the origin of death, the beginning of redemption, the
introduction of judgment, the origin of the covenant and so on. When we look at
Genesis from the vantage point of God’s self-revelation we are introduce to God as
Creator, Companion, Judge, Merciful Savior, Protector, Guide, Sustainer. We are
shown mankind in harmony with God, nature, and each other, and we are
introduced to mankind desperately at odds with God, himself, and his
environment.”

This morning we will look at one of those beginnings. We already know
about God’s creating the world and all that is in it. We know how from nothing he
called into being all things over a period of time. We know how he created the first
man and woman and placed them in the garden of paradise. We see how all things
were good. They were so good that everything was as perfect as they could be.
And God sat back and enjoyed all that he had created. And with the first couple

now enjoying it all, God was blessed by all that he had brought into being.



But soon it would change. Hear this morning God’s word from the Message
translation. If you want to try and follow along in the pew Bible or your own, | am
reading Genesis 3. Hear now God’s word, for God’s people. READ GENESIS 3

There it is. The origin of sin. We all know that story so well. We know how
the snake tricked Eve into taking the fruit from the tree of knowledge. We know
how she gave Adam a piece and he ate of it. We know they discovered they were
naked and they created the first undergarments or the first bathing suits as they
covered up. And then they run off to hide when they heard God come walking in
the garden. Yet it doesn’t end there. God comes calling out to them.

How did it happen? How did Eve get tricked into picking that fruit? Well the
first thing we notice is that her eyes were focused in the wrong place.

| imagine Adam and Eve passed that tree just about every day, and perhaps
more than once a day and never thought about it at all. After all God had told
them they had freedom all over the garden but that they were not to go near this
one tree that was right there in the middle of the garden. It was hard to miss that
big tree. It stood out like a sore thumb. But because God had said not to go near it
they didn’t. It seemed invisible to them.

But notice what Satan did. He had Eve focus on the tree. She knew what God

had said about it. This was the tree where you would learn about good and evil.



And add to that the fact that God said if they did touched it, they would die. So
they just passed by that tree and never thought much about it.

But now this slimy serpent had Eve focus her eyes on that tree. He made it
irresistible.

Let me read that passage again. “When the Woman saw that the tree looked
like good eating and realized what she would getout of it---s he “ d know
everything!”

Have you noticed it is the eyes that get us in trouble? What do the
advertisement people do? They try and make their advertisements in such a way
that it gets your attention. Many of the Super Bowl commercials were geared to
the eyes. Billboards are geared to the eyes. Go to the Mall outlets and just browse
around the outside of stores and you see window displays that get your attention so
that you will go inside and look around and then purchase something.

Most book covers are intriguing so that you will pick up the book and glance
inside and hopefully you will buy the book. Magazines are that way. Where do
they put most magazines? Often at the checkout counters so that you can pause
while you are in line and read the headlines or see the pictures that will peak your
interests so that you will buy it. The other day in the store | watched a lady just do

that. Movie trailers are there for you to be enticed.



Folks, our eyes can get us in trouble. In fact when Jesus was teaching about
the right way to live in Matthew 5, the Sermon on the Mount, when he spoke about
adultery he said “if your right eye causes you to sin, then gouge it out and throw it
away, for it is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell.”

What got King David in trouble with Bathsheba? It was his eyes. While she
bathed on the rooftop David just happened to be looking that way. Instead of
walking away his eyes got the best of him and he focused on her until his desires
were set in motion and he sent for her. We know the rest of the story because one
sin led to another until David’s life was out of control.

That slimy snake of a serpent got Eve to focus on the fruit of that tree. Here
eyes perhaps became as big as saucers as she saw that fruit. And the more she
focused, the juicer that fruit looked until she had to have it.

Next he had her thoughts were focused on that tree. Remember when
Satan got Eve’s attention about the tree she knew what that tree was all about. God
told them they could eat of any other tree in that place and not have to worry. For
if they did eat the fruit, even just one bite, they would pay the consequences. But
Satan was wise and now that he got Eve to focus on the tree, he told her what God
said to her was a lie. Imagine that, there is the first lie and it came out of the

Devil’s mouth. God doesn’t lie! God said, if she touched the tree she would die.



That slimy serpent said that would not happen. He told her God just didn’t want
them to be smart as he was and know everything there was to know.

You’d have thought that God would have built a fifty foot concrete wall
around that tree if he didn’t want them to touch it. You’d think he might have had
it guarded day and night if it was that important not to touch. But he didn’t. He just
told Adam and Eve this tree was a no-no. But when that sneaky critter got Eve to
focus on the tree her thoughts went wild. She was just as bad as when King David
sinned with Bathsheba. It wasn’t the looking that caused the sin. It was the
thinking.

James has something to say to us about that in his little book. * Wh e n
tempted, no one should say, , Gdadedbyi s
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil
desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has been conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and sin, when itisfulllgr own, gi ves birth f

Do you see the progression? First the eyes, then the thoughts, then the
action, and sin occurs. Satan knew what he was doing. God had given Adam and
Eve the choice on whether to obey or not to obey. During those early days, and we
don’t know how long it was until this event happened, when they got accustomed

to their surroundings, this slimy thing came and made his pitch to see how strong



they were, and as we see, when they were tempted instead of turning away or
running away, when they focused on the wrong stuff, well then they sinned.

This leads to the next phase of sin. Get others involved. If everyone else is
doing it, it can’t be so wrong. That’s what we would say today. Lots of people
who get drunk at parties want to make sure everyone else is drinking so that they
don’t look so bad. In Eve’s case she shared the fruit with Adam. Now we don’t
know if he was there already and was being enticed by Satan too, or if he just
came along later. When Eve took a bite of the forbidden fruit it didn’t say she
knew she was naked. That did not happen until after Adam ate, then they both
realized they were naked.

| can see that slimy, sneaky snake-in-the-grass with a smile on his face from
ear to ear because he got Adam and Eve to fall into his trap. We might even say
they had fallen from grace. The next thing they knew was the difference between
good and evil. And for some reason, though they had been naked for a long time
before this, they felt it was wrong so they made some bathing suits from some fig
leaves in order to cover up those special body parts. They were now changed
persons. They knew good and evil, right and wrong, and they knew they had done
wrong. They had sinned! It was a simple as that.

Next thing we see is that they tried to hide their sin from God. When they

finished making their clothing they walked in the garden until they heard a noise



which meant God was coming. What did they do? They ran and hid. So not only
did they cover up their sin, (putting on the fig leaves), they ran from their sin and
hid from God.

My friends, isn’t that what happens today? Many people commit sin. King
David did it deliberately when he called for Bathsheba. He did it deliberately when
he put her husband Uriah in the front line to lead the charge against the enemy
knowing that him being in the lead he would be killed.

Today there are people who plan to do stuff they know is not right. This past
week you perhaps have read how an ex-husband went into a school and tried to kill
his ex-wife in front of a bunch of students. Perhaps you read where a crazed guy
went into town meeting shooting the mayor and others before he was Killed.
Perhaps you read how a state trooper was taking the ticket money he was writing
tickets for and pocketing some of it. Or the people who are breaking into homes in
Springfield and stealing stuff. Oh yeah, there are people who do this stuff.

You see, they think it is okay to do that stuff. Some think they can get away
with it. They recently arrested some Italian Mafia people in New York for crimes
they committed. And by the way, crimes are really sins....giving it a new name
doesn’t change what it really is.

There are other sins that people commit that they just don’t think is wrong.

But you know, we all know what the difference is between right and wrong and we



all know when we do something wrong. Even little ones know that. They know
there are things they can or cannot touch. They know when they take something
that does not belong to them. Our Ten Commandments are pretty clear of some of
this stuff. God made it pretty clear the way his people are to walk and live in this
world.

The last thing | would say today is good news, for God comes seeking the
sinner. Remember | said there were a lots of first things in Genesis? Well here is
the first time God called out to a sinner. He calls out to Adam, “Where are you?”
Now do you think God, being all knowing, didn’t know where Adam was? God
didn’t have to have a tracking devise on Adam and Eve because he knew where
they were. The reason for the question was for them to come clean, for them to
come out of hiding and admit their rebellion or sin. You see, they could not hide
from God. Yes, they sinned, but they could not hide their sin from God. They
could try, they could cover it up, but it was not to be. God knew what they did.

And folks, we here on this earth, no matter how we try to cover up our sin,
you can’t do it. You can hide it from others who are human, but you can’t hide it
from God. We have all heard stories of how people have hidden their sin from
others but eventually they have gotten caught. You see, when the Light, that is

Jesus, came into the world he revealed what sin was. Listen to John’s word found

in his first letter. “ | f we cl aim we ar e wi t hhout



truthisnotin us ... I f we c¢cl aim we have not s
and his word has no place in our lives. My dear children | write this to you so that

you will not sin. BUT IF ANYBODY does sin, we have one who speaks to the

father in our defense, Jesus Christ the Righteousness One. He is the atoning

sacrifice for our sins and not only our but also for the sins of the whole
world.... (Therefore) i f we cowillfrgie ou
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousnes s . ”

John Wesley said every day you should ask God’s forgiveness for sins you
know you did wrong and for the sins you might have done that hurt others.

That is what the season of Lent is all about. It is the remembering the Good
News that God comes seeking the sinner. On that cross he took the power of sin
away from Satan. His death on the cross took the sins of the whole world upon
himself so that when we seek forgiveness, we shall find it.

You see, ever since the fall in the garden God has been pursuing man. Like
Adam and Eve, you can play the blame game. Adam blamed Eve, the woman God
gave him, which then is blaming God. Eve blamed the sneaky snake. No one took
account of their own actions.

Today many do the same thing. They blame others, they blame their culture,

they blame their parents, they blame society. They blame each other. Not many



people in prison take responsibility that they are there because of the action they
took. It’s easier to blame someone else.

This morning we know the origin of sin. We know that it often begins with
what our eyes are focused on. We know that if we dwell on sin then it is possible
we can fall into sin. But know this, our God still seeks the sinner. Forgiveness is
there for all to receive. For Christ came into this world to seek the lost and offer
them salvation. He came into this world to bridge the gap between heaven and
hell. He comes knocking on the door of each heart of a sinner seeking to enter in
so that a cleansing can take place. God still seeks those who try and hide from him.
For you got to remember this, you can’t hide from God. You can try, but either
here on this earth, or when you stand before him, your sin will be revealed. Isn’t it
better to get rid of it down here so that you don’t have to pay the price when you
stand before him in heaven?

Sin can destroy our lives. Living a holy pure life sets us free and we can live

in hope and peace. The choice, as always is up to you.



