Feb 3 08 Communion Matthew 17:1-9
IT’S GOOD TO BE HERE

This wintry foggy morning it is good with those who love to come to sing
and enjoy worshipping God. In fact, every Sunday it is good to be in worship.
When we come to worship its family coming together to check how the week has
been, to have fellowship, rejoice, cry, pray and listen to God. Who knows what
will happen when God’s people gather together? I know one thing. When God is
present there isn’t anything that God can’t do. A chorus says, “Surely the presence
of the Lord is in this place; | can feel his mighty power and His grace. | can hear
the brush of angels’ wings; | see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the
Lord is in this place.”

Today many will have Super Bowl parties and gather with friends and family
to watch the big game. Some are hoping New England will win and go undefeated
with 19 straight wins. This has been a remarkable season for them and they look
pretty powerful. Yet there are some who are pulling for the underdog New York
Giants. Some say this Super Bowl is like the playoffs between the Red Sox and
Yankees. I’m not sure if that is true. But I know this, when a New York team plays
a Boston team, no matter which sport, well, you might say it will be a tough fight.

Many people from both towns will be at that big game. If the Patriots’ win

their fans will be glad they were there to celebrate this perfect season. If the Giants



win they will be glad they were there to witness the beating of the favored
powerhouse.

Awesome things happen when people get together and celebrations will go
into the night.

This morning we turn to the Scriptures to find Jesus and 3 of his disciples
climbing a mountain to be alone for a little while. Who knew what was about to
happen? He is facing some tough decisions and tough days ahead. It has been a
whirlwind 3 years. There have been ups and downs. His disciples seem to catch on
to his mission one day, then the next day they are doubting, arguing amongst
themselves and so far from understanding that Jesus just shakes his head and looks
up to God and says, “Father, are you sure these are the right guys for the job?”
And so this summit on the Mount of Transfiguration.

It is time to head to Jerusalem, which means it’s time to face the suffering
and the pain of the cross. So Jesus takes the inner 3 to a place where they will
experience the power of God new way. Turn with me to Matthew 17:1-9 as |
READ what happened there.

| wonder if we would have been as awestruck as Peter when he saw Moses
and Elijah. | wonder if we would have been so shell-shocked that we would have
just sat dumb founded with our mouths opened wide scared to death to say

anything. But then there is Peter. Good old Peter. He almost always has something



to say. Sometimes they aren’t the right words. On this occasion the only thing he
could think to say was, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put
up 3 shelters, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

You see, he didn’t know what else to say. Maybe he felt he was in heaven
and he wanted to stay there. He marveled at what he saw and perhaps what he was
hearing and he just wanted to stay there. He loved this mountain top experience. It
was so peaceful. There wasn’t anything to fear. The chaos of the world around
them was drowned out by the peace and presence of Moses and Elijah. Why not
stay here? Why not bask in the glory?

Hear now something neither Peter nor the others were expecting. They heard
the voice of God. We are privileged to hear it too as Matthew records it.

“Thi s 1 s mylovs wibthhimwdmomall pleased. Listen to
hi m."”

This year our kids gave us a digital picture frame where we can show off our
family. Carole has put some pictures on it and we turn it on from time to time to
see them.

| think God could have given a slide show to those disciples to show them

how proud he was of his Son Jesus. Let’s go back to that mountain and pause for a

moment to see God’s slide so we can remember too the live and times of Jesus.



Click- there’s one of Jesus helping the Father with creation. Click- there is
one of him creating animals. Look awe...there’s a baby giraffe. Click- there he is
on his last day in heaven as he prepares to come to this earth. Click- there he is
lying in the manger as he takes his first breath on earth. You can almost see the
gleam in Mary and Joseph’s eyes. Click- there is the Wisemen bowing in adoration
as they give gifts to Jesus. Click- there he is at 12 years old in the Temple. Boy
did he challenge those religious leaders. Click- there he is all grown up, about 30
years old now, coming to his cousin John to be baptized. It’s been a long time
since John has seen him. Click- there he is in the wilderness facing the devil. 3
times the devil offered him things if he would bow down and worship him, but
each time he turned away. Each time he reminded Satan of God’s word and he
would never bow to him. Click- there he is with the 12 disciples. That was a happy
bunch. Click- there he is walking on water. Click-look, you can see Jesus reaching
out to grab the hand of Peter who had come out of the boat to walk on water, but
the storm got to him and he lost his focus and had begun to drown. O Peter, ye of
little faith. Click- there is Jesus standing once again in a boat stilling the storm.
Click- here he is with Mary and Martha and his friend Lazarus sharing a
fellowship meal. Click- there he is some time later at the tomb of Lazarus as he
brings Lazarus comes back to life after being dead 4 days. Click- here he comes

riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. People are wave’s palms at him. Click- there is



the religious leaders looking down from the entrance way to the city. Check out
their faces. None are happy. Click- there is Jesus cleaning out the Temple because
the religious leaders had made God’s places a place where they cheated the people.
Click- there he at the Last Supper with his disciples. Look you can see Judas
heading out the door to betray him. Click- there he is in the garden with them. He
Is praying, while the disciples sleep. Click- here comes Judas and the others who
were coming to arrest him. Click- here is Judas kissing him on the cheek to make
sure the guards knew exactly the one they had come to arrest. Click- there he is
before Pilate. Click- there he is before Herod. Click- here is back before Pilate
again. Click- there he is being beaten by the soldiers. Click- there he is standing
before Pilate as Pilate wants to know what to do with him. Click- there is the
religious leaders stirring up the crowd calling for Jesus to die and Barabbas to be
released. Click-there he is being led to Calvary. Click-here he is being nailed to the
cross. Click-here he hangs between 2 thieves. Click- here he is bowing his head,
giving up his spirit. Click- here he is being taken from the cross. Click- here he is
being laid in the tomb and the tomb is sealed. Click- here is the women coming to
the tomb at sunrise on the third day that is early Sunday morning. Click- sees their
awestruck faces as they notice the stone is rolled away and the tomb is empty.
Click- sees the face of Mary as she sees the resurrected Jesus. Click- sees the

surprised faces of the Disciples as Jesus appears to them in the Upper Room.



Click- sees the face of Thomas as he bows before him and asks forgiveness for
doubting his resurrection. Click-see the risen Christ being taken back to heaven.
Click- sees the reunion between Jesus and the Father as he heard those words,
“Well done my Son.” He wears his crown once again and sits at the Father’s right
hand.

Yes, this is God’s Son whom he was well pleased. Yes, this is God’s Son
whom he loves.

We now turn to something else that God said. He said, “ L i std ham I
know the disciples had a hard time listening. But there was so little time left in
order for them to learn. They needed to grasp every word he said. It’s like going to
a special seminar or a Billy Graham Crusade. You want to listen to every word so
you can remember what is said. Yes, they needed to listen. But they weren’t the
only ones. | mean, God spoke many times in the past but people would not listen
to his voice. They just kept on turning it off.

My friends this morning God says the same thing to us. We need to listen to
Jesus. He speaks and we are to listen.

The season of Lent is about to begin. It’s the time that we remember the cost
of our salvation. It’s the time we pause to remember Jesus’ love because he died
on the cross. This weekend some in New Orleans will be celebrating the Mardi

Gra like they do every year. They will celebrate Fat Tuesday where they will over



indulge in a variety of things. You know why? Because the next day is Ash
Wednesday and they need to begin to toe the line. The problem is, we need to toe
the line everyday. God tells us to listen to Jesus to find out the way we ought to
live.

| know it’s hard from time to time because we just want to do things our
own way. Sometimes he asks us to do things we think are to hard to do. But the
only reason they are hard is because sometimes we are so set in our ways that we
just can’t seem to let go and let God. We tell God we can’t do that. Or we turn off
our ears to what he tries to tell us. It’s like some people who have hearing aids and
they don’t like what the preacher is saying so they turn him off. Or they sit in the
back of the church so they can’t hear so well. You know any like that?

You see, in order for them to face the future the disciples were going to have
to listen to Jesus. Some of the things he would tell them were going to be hard to
understand. And even today people have a hard time understanding God’s love, his
grace, his mercy, his justice.

God tells us to listen to his Son. We can’t stay on @ mountain top experience.
Like Jesus and the disciples we have to come down and get on with our lives. We
are to listen through his word found in the Bible. We are to listen to him as he
speaks to our hearts through a sermon or through a hymn or through special

music. We are to listen this morning as we receive the elements of communion.



You see, these elements speak volumes to us. It speaks volumes of God’s

love for us. It speaks volumes about Jesus’ love as well. So let those who have

ears, hear God’s word because they are words of forgiveness, mercy and grace.

For we come to receive the word of God, and the forgiveness of God. We come
into his presence knowing that when we leave this place God has filled us once
again for that which we will face this week. Thank God for the mountain top
experiences that help us prepare for the times when we are in the valley.

Hear once again God’s voice,” Thi s i s my bel oved

to hi m.

Son



