
NOV. 28 07 Mark 8:27-30 

A STIRRING QUESTION 

Well, I see everyone survived another Thanksgiving Day, and the shopping 

day on Friday. I was one of the wise ones. I stayed home. When you read the paper 

you find people  did stupid things.  Some began camping out in line on Wednesday 

night, forgetting what Thanksgiving was all about. Others spent Thanksgiving 

afternoon huddled together in tents. We saw on TV people getting crushed as 

doors opened for those few specials on “Black Friday.” Saw a black woman get 

pushed down and she lost her wig, but she laid on the floor and put it back on, 

struggled to get up, and next thing I saw was that she was being put on a stretcher 

and given oxygen and put in an ambulance, unraveling wig and  all. What a way to 

spend the holidays. And I guess it begs  the question,  “What IS Christmas all 

about?” 

I don‟t know about you, but I hate questionnaires. And another thing that 

gets to me from time to time is when you go to the doctor‟s office, or you‟re going 

to have surgery you have to go through that form each time that asks about your  

past medical history. Oh, I can understand the first time, and  each time you go you 

need to update it. But to fill out those forms every time? Don‟t they have 

computers that  suppose to keep those records? This morning some of you already 

have asked someone a question like, „Did you have a good Thanksgiving?‟ Or 



“How are you today?”  So yes, questions are part of our culture. In fact I‟m a 

question asker. When I was at my first Bible study I can remember asking the 

pastor, Rev. Willis Miller, how he knew so much information about the Gospel of 

Mark. He told me he used a commentary to find some things. So I went and 

bought that commentary so I could have some of those answers to my questions.  

As we all know we learn from asking questions. Anyone who has had 

children know that for a fact. And didn‟t you like to  ask questions when you were 

smaller? You asked all those wonderful questions, like where did I come from? 

Can I stay up late? Can I have  that toy? If you don‟t ask  then you just sit there 

and try and figure it out and  sometimes it just doesn‟t happen.  

In our faith there are many questions that need to be asked from time to time 

to help us understand God‟s word. I‟m sure all our Sunday School teachers,  have 

people who ask questions. My Confirmation class had question askers as well, and 

I‟m glad because that  is how they, and we are going to learn about our faith, our 

church, and what  it mean to be a faithful disciple of  Jesus, and  how to be a 

faithful member of the United  Methodist Church. 

Check out the Scriptures, especially the times the disciples were with Jesus  

and see some of the questions they asked their master. Some he answered directly, 

some he answered with a parable. In fact, one day a religious leader wanted to 

know how one was to inherit the Kingdom of God, to which Jesus told him and the 



crowd, the parable about the Good  Samaritan. And when  he finished Jesus asked 

him the question, “Which of  these three do you think was  a neighbor  to  the man 

who fell into the hands of the robber?” And the man answered, it was the 

Samaritan, the one who helped the man, while the two religious men would not 

pay any attention to him. Jesus said, “Go and do likewise.”  

Questions, we all have them. Some spiritual answers come when we seek 

God in prayer, or even by reading his word, or reading spiritual books. Sometimes 

the answers just seem to „pop‟ right out at you.  Sometimes it takes lots of patience 

to find the answer, a lot of searching in God‟s Word,  and  sometimes even 

searching deep within your own souls. 

This morning‟s text is a familiar one. In the Gospel of Mark this is the 

pivotal point of his Gospel. The disciples have traveled with Jesus. They have 

watched him do many wonderful things.  They  saw  the people  bringing the sick 

to Jesus so that he could touch and make them well. They watched as he had 

compassion on all God‟s people, whether it was a Jew or a Gentile. They marveled 

at what he did, the words of hope and peace he spoke. They, the 12, were the inner 

circle, the special men God had given him. Oh, they were all rough around the 

edges. Most were fishermen, one a hated tax collector, and one, Judas, well, he 

was the betrayer. One fisherman, the one called Peter, was always putting his foot 

in his mouth. Then there was Thomas, the doubter.  They may have talked  to each 



other with their own questions about Jesus. But here they are coming off  a high 

where Jesus has healed a blind man in Bethsaida, and as they move to another 

village called Caesarea Philippi, they stop to rest. Well, let‟s  listen  in to the 

conversation found  in Mark 8:27-30. Read 

This is a remarkable passage of Scripture. If his own close followers don‟t  

understand who he is, how then would the world understand who he was? So he 

asked his close friends, “Who do people say that I am? 

Well they said, some thought he was John the Baptist  coming back from the 

dead. Others said  he was the prophet Elijah, the one they were told would come 

just before the Messiah was  to come. Still others say that he was a prophet. 

You know, it‟s the same thing today. One of the big questions today  is still, 

„Who is Jesus?‟  

Who does the world say that Jesus is? Well we have heard many say he was 

a Good Teacher. There is no doubt about that one. He is a good teacher. In fact, in 

Scripture we know he was referred to at least once as the „Good Teacher.‟ 

Nicodemus came to Jesus  and addressed him, „Rabbi, we know you are a teacher 

who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are 

doing if God were not with him.‟ Then knowing what  really was on Nicodemus‟ 

mind, Jesus  turns teacher and teaches him about being born again from above. 



Now  you need to know Nicodemus was The Teacher of the religious 

leaders. They came to him for answers to their questions. And here he is coming to 

Jesus with some of  his own. But he wasn‟t the only one. Another day a rich young 

ruler came to Jesus and  asked about finding eternal life. Jesus asked what  he had  

been doing and  the young ruler said he  had been following the Commandments 

of God. Jesus told  him that was great. But in order to have eternal life he must  

sell all he  had, give to the poor and come follow him. The rich young ruler was 

devastated because he was a wealthy man, so he walked away from Jesus without 

finding what he had come for. 

Oh yes Jesus was,  and still is a teacher. He taught people by the sea side. He 

taught them on the mountain side. He taught his disciples as they walked, as they 

ate, as they ministered in different homes, cities, and  anywhere he  went.  

Today, many would say Jesus was a good teacher. Other religions outside of  

Christianity believe Jesus was a good  teacher, but that is as far as they will go.  

And  some said that  he was a prophet. Well, he was. He foretold what  was 

going to  happen to himself. Though the disciples didn‟t  want to hear what  he 

wanted to  say to them about his suffering and death, after the resurrection they 

began to look back and  say to each other we should not have been so shocked 

because Jesus had  said  it would happen. The religious leaders of his day were 

appalled to hear Jesus say that the Temple would be destroyed and in 3 days it 



would be built again. They mocked him for saying that. They brought that up at his 

so called trial. But I wonder how  they felt when he died, and three days later  rose 

again? Oh yes, they had misunderstood what Jesus meant about the temple and 

rising again. For he was talking about his death and resurrection.  

Even King Herod was afraid of Jesus because he thought he was John the 

Baptist, the one he killed, coming back to live again. Perhaps King Herod had 

horrible nightmares  because he had John the  Baptist put to death out of lust for 

his wives‟ daughter. Maybe that was the rumor that was going on in Jerusalem 

those days. 

So the disciples heard many other stories of who Jesus might have been.  

Now if I asked each of you here this morning who is Jesus I wonder what 

you would answer. I know what I would expect some of you to answer. But I 

wonder if Jesus was sitting  here in a chair looking out at you and began to ask you 

that same question, I wonder what your answer would be. 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a young theologian back in Nazi Germany under  

the reign of Adolph Hitler. Because he spoke out against Hitler he was eventually 

arrested for standing up to him because of  his faith. Just before his execution,  

Bonhoeffer made a statement to some of the other prisoners  as the Gestapo guards 

came to take him  away. He said, „This is the end- for me the beginning  of  life.‟ 

Then this  Lutheran  pastor,  Theologian and leader of the confessing movement 



was executed in a Nazi concentration camp, paying the ultimate price for his role 

in the  plot against Hitler. Sixty years later we  remember this kind and courageous 

Christian because his witness for Jesus Christ remains a brilliant light for those  

who seek  to be faithful disciples. One question mattered more than any other for 

him, and it pressed upon him throughout his life right up to the end. Who is 

Jesus?  

That  day in Caesarea Philippi that same question was being discussed, 

wasn‟t it. Oh it was easy for the disciples to think about who other people said  

Jesus was. But that was not the point of this question.   

It‟s been about 3 years now since they were with Jesus, and you don‟t just 

follow someone that long unless something attracts and keeps you with him.  After 

feeding the multitudes a large crowd had been following Jesus and he just stops in 

his tracks and tells them they  need to  think  what they are doing. Don‟t follow for 

the wrong reasons. If they were after food, expecting Jesus to fill their stomachs all 

the time, then they would be disappointed.  If  they were following him because 

they saw the  miracles of  healing he did,  then they would be disappointed once 

again, for that was not why Jesus came. In fact, when he stopped  and shouted  to  

the crowd   that if any one  wanted to take another step forward with him, they 

needed to pick up their own cross and  follow him. For Jesus was about to go to 

the cross of Calvary. He was about to go into the very heart  of his enemies camp. 



He was  about to face Satan head  on in a garden, in the court room, and on the 

cross, yes even in the grave. So if  these people wanted to follow, then they best 

think about it. This was not to be a glory trip, but one of suffering and shame.  

So now, this inner group sits with Jesus. They have been on a high with all 

that  is  happening, and he asks the general question of  who people said  he was. 

The real  question comes to them, „Okay, some think I‟m a good teacher,  others 

think I‟m my cousin John coming back from the grave. Others think I‟m the 

promised one who is to come before the Messiah comes, some  say I‟m a prophet. 

But my friends, Who Do You   say that I am?’ 

I bet there was so much quiet that you could hear the gentle breeze blowing 

in the corn fields. I bet it was so quiet you could hear the birds chirping from 

blocks away.  

Yes, this was a question that  needed an answer. Let‟s fast forward to today, 

to we who have gathered in the Williamsville UMC on this Sunday after 

Thanksgiving. Some of you have begun your Xmas shopping.  Some of you have 

taken advantage of the warm weather and put up your Xmas decorations. You 

know it‟s Xmas time. But if Jesus was here this morning how would you answer 

that question, “Who do you say that I am?” 

You see, that‟s a personal question. That day Jesus‟ eyes met each of the 

disciples eyes. He was looking deep inside their souls, just like he is looking deep 



within your soul today. Would  someone yell out Jesus is a great teacher? Would 

someone  yell out  Jesus was a prophet sent from God? Would someone yell  he 

was only a man? Would someone yell he was God‟s only Son? Would  you yell 

out he was Mary and Joseph‟s  son? 

You see, those are the answers the disciples could have said that day. But 

Peter, that  man who keeps getting into trouble with his mouth from time to time, 

gets it right this time. ‘You are  the Christ!’ exclamation point! After some 

consideration, reflecting back on all that has happened in these 3 years of 

discipleship Peter gets an A+ on the most important test question of his lifetime. 

Jesus is the Messiah! He is not only God‟s Son, he  is the  Messiah! He is not only 

the Son of Mary, he is the Messiah! He is not only the one who does miracles, he  

is  the Messiah! He is not  only the one who heals the sick, he is the Messiah!  

Yes, Peter, you got it right.  He proved to them all who he was by what he 

did, what he said, how he lived his life that he was the true Messiah blessed by 

God. 

You know, Jesus is here today. He has risen and is here today and  he does 

ask us that same question, „Who am I?‟  Why is it important? Because if you 

believe he is the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior of all mankind, then you would 

certainly give your heart to him. If you believe he is  the Christ, the anointed one 

of God, the Son of God, then you would open  your hearts to him and invite him 



in. If you believe he is who he says he is, then you would follow him, not from a 

distance, but you would follow very close. If in your heart, without a shadow of a 

doubt you believe that Jesus is the Messiah, then you would take his hand, trust in 

him for all things, and humbly fall before him asking his forgiveness for the things 

you‟ve done, seeking his direction, and seeking his power to face this world of 

temptation with new life and  enthusiasm. 

You know, if the church would truly believe that  Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, King of kings, Lord of lords, then I believe we would want to share 

that  message with others who don‟t  know who Jesus is. 

Yes, Jesus is healer. Yes Jesus is our Friend. Yes Jesus is our comforter. But 

is he the Lord of your life? Is he your Savior? You see, that is what Peter and the 

other disciples had to come to grips with. And so it is today. Though we can‟t see 

him physically, by the empty cross, Jesus is present, and  he once more asks you, 

and you, and you, and you, who do you say I am?  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


