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THEY WERE SAD-U-SEE 

What do you think heaven is going to be like? Now that‟s great question. Some people think we will be 

sitting around playing the harp. Others think God  will give us wings so that we can go here and there doing his 

work. Some think they will be fishing every day or playing golf on the best golf courses anyone could  design. 

Others think, well, they think that they don‟t know what they will be doing when they get to heaven. There is a 

hymn about heaven we sing. The writer of that hymn had a vivid picture of what heaven was going to be for him. 

Listen as I read a couple of verses of  “When We All Get to Heaven.” 

“Sing the wondrous love of Jesus; sing his mercy and his grace. In the mansions bright and blessed he’ll 

prepare for us a place... Let us then be true and faithful., trusting, serving every day; just one glimpse of him in 

glory will the toils of life repay…Onward to the prize before us! Soon his beauty we’ll behold; soon the pearly 

gates will open; we shall tread the streets of gold. When we all get to heaven what a day of rejoicing that will be. 

When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory.” Amen?  



There you have it.  Mansions, streets of gold, a prize, rejoicing, seeing Jesus, being with loved ones again. 

What more could you ask for? Why even the book of Revelation lets us know what heaven is going to be like. 

John writes, “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne room, “Now the dwelling of God is 

with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes, There will be no more death nor mourning or crying or pain,  for the old 

order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he 

said, “Write this down, for these word are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done.” 

Friends, in times like ours that is the kind of hope we are looking for. The Apostle Paul wrote the 

Thessalonians to hang in there and not worry about when the end of time will come. He tells them at just the right 

time, when God has decided enough is enough, the trumpet will sound and the angels will come, and all people 

will see Jesus in all his glory as  he comes for those who belong to him both living and dead. So don‟t give up! 

Just trust in God‟s promises. 



Now this morning  you might ask me why such a sermon. Everyone believes in heaven, right? I would have 

to say that statement is not true. There are lots of people who do not believe in heaven, nor do they believe in a 

place called  hell. Atheists don‟t believe in God, nor do they believe in an after life. Some think this life is hell, 

but I can tell you, according to God‟s  word, the place called hell will be far worse than this place on earth will 

ever be. And there are people who believe only certain people will get to be in heaven. Some say you have to be 

baptized a certain way or  you are lost. Others say you need to speak in a particular language or else you aren‟t 

going to heaven. Others think everyone will be going to heaven no matter how good they have been or how bad 

they have been, or no matter what they believe, or even  if  they believe in nothing. Then others say that the good 

will go to heaven but the real nasty people, like the likes of Hitler and child molesters, and serial killers and the 

likes will be totally wiped out. 

The funny thing is, I believe what God‟s word says and  that says,  “those who believe in Jesus as God‟s 

Son, repent of their sins will receive the gift of eternal life.” I believe that is what John 3:16 tells us and I bank my 

own eternal salvation on that verse because I‟m one of the “whosever‟s” of that verse. 40 or so years ago this 

month I gave my heart to Jesus, and life has been  joyful since. Praise the Lord. 



This morning a group of religious leaders gathered around Jesus to question him about what heaven was 

going to be like. Oh, it wasn‟t to find out exactly what it was going to be like, you know the mansions, the no 

more tears, no more pain stuff. No! They had come to try and trick Jesus to see what his  understanding was of  

heaven.  

Hear now God‟s Word for God‟s  people found in Luke 20:27-40 READ 

Now what was the main thrust of their questioning? Well this hypothetical question was whose wife this 

lady would be in heaven since she had married brothers and they all died before she did. Now we would think this 

question would not be the one we‟d ask Jesus. I‟d like to ask him about the mansions, about the streets of  gold, 

about what we would be doing for all eternity. But not these people. They had their own agenda and it certainly 

wasn‟t like what we might ask Jesus. 

Here is something you need to know. The first part of our Scripture says, “Some of the Sadducees, who say 

there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question.” 

Did you see it? These religious leaders came to ask Jesus about something they did not even believe in. 

That‟s right! They did not believe in the resurrection therefore they did not believe in heaven nor hell. They 



believed when life ended, it ended and you were gone, kaput, wiped out, put in the grave and gone forever. Well, 

that‟s what they seemed to think. Now maybe you can see where I got the title of this sermon, “They were Sad-U-

See.”  

Yes, they were sad-u-see because they had no hope! Here they are asking stupid questions about 

something they didn‟t even believe in. They had no understanding of the resurrection. They had no hope of 

spending eternal life with God. They had no concept of knowing their sins were forgiven and receiving  the gift of 

eternal life. For them  when  this life was  over,  it was  over. They had no hope! That‟s why the Apostle Paul 

writes about death and resurrection to the Thessalonians because he wants them to know that as followers of 

Christ they had hope of eternal life with Jesus. They weren‟t like the non believers who had no hope of the future.  

Though others had no hope, their hope was in the promises of God that one day he would come back for those 

who belong to him and they would live in heaven for all eternity.  

Now folks, there are people out there in our world today that seem to live their lives with the thought there is 

no place like heaven where things are going to be wonderful, or like  hell where things are going to be horrible. 

Maybe even in this  church there are some who believe this way.  They live their lives like this is it. They bought 



into the idea that you might as well enjoy and indulge in all this world will give because one day it will all be over 

and if you don‟t enjoy all of this, well it will be to late.  

Now we know, or should know this is not true. Sure you should enjoy life on this earth, that‟s a fact. But you 

don‟t forget the things of God. This world is a place of preparation for where we are going to spend eternity. God 

created us  so that we could learn to love and prepare our lives to spend eternity with him. It isn‟t these few years 

that we should be looking at, but eternity. Psalm 139: 16 says, “All the days planned for me were written in  your 

book before I was one day old.”  Max Lucado says, “No person lives one day more or less than God intends….We  

even speak of a  short life, but compared to eternity, who has a long one?….In God‟s plan every life is  long 

enough and every death is timely. And though you and I might wish for a longer life, God knows better.”  (Grace 

for the Moment Vol. II)    

We don‟t know how many days God has given  us on this earth. But we know in His book in heaven beside 

each name  a time of birth and a time  of death has been recorded. But there is another book that is more important 

and that is the Book of Life when the date of your believing, accepting of Jesus as Savior and Lord has been 

recorded. This is the more important book because this is the one that will be checked when you check out of this 



world and stand before the gates of heaven. If your name is  not written in the Lambs Book of Life, well, then you 

will not enter into heaven but you will be heading in the other direction.  

Folks, the religious leaders were sad-u-see  and didnôt know what they would be missing. Oh they had 

all the right training. They studied God‟s  word  found in the Old Testament, but some how they must have had 

the wrong teachers, or they were absent when they talked about heaven. It was like some of those old religious 

teachers found in the Old Testament that told the people what they wanted to hear rather than what God wanted 

them to tell the people. No one likes to hear bad  stuff. We all want to hear that we are okay and that one day we 

will all be in heaven because after all God loves us and well, he knows how weak we are, and after all he forgives 

us. Phooey! I don‟t believe that for one bit. And the key word we find throughout Scripture, Old and New is the 

word, “REPENT!” Unless one repents, turns from sin toward God and seeks forgiveness and believes in Jesus as 

Lord and Savior, then you can‟t be numbered among God‟s chosen children. Sorry!  That‟s just what God‟s word 

says. He is a loving merciful God, yet he is always a just God. If you could ask some of those Hebrew people who 

died because they worshipped a golden calf, or ask some of those rotten kings and prophets that led God‟s people 

astray you would see what I mean. They paid  for their rebellion. 



The other day on TV they were talking with a pastor who preached about Jesus and salvation. He has riled 

some Christian feathers. The problem is, if I understood him correctly in this brief interview, that he believes 

because Jesus died and his blood was shed at Calvary, and all people, no matter who, are saved. Now in reality 

that is a true statement. At Calvary Jesus died for the whole world. BUT, yes there is a “but.” But his blood was 

shed so that all those who would believe in him could have eternal life. His blood was shed so that all those who 

took the gift of salvation could inherit the kingdom of God. It is not automatic. Each birthday, each Christma s you 

might be given a gift from someone, but that gift doesn‟t become part of your life until you open it and begin to 

use it. I could be given the newest Ping driver that will allow me to hit my drivers 300 yards down the middle of 

the fairway, but if it remains  in my bag, or in  my closet it will be of no benefit to me. It is the same with the gift 

of eternal life given to us through the blood of Christ on the cross. There is this thing called “repent and receive” 

that has to happen. You have to acknowledge your sinful nature and want to change through receiving Jesus in 

your hearts. Check out the Book of Acts and see all the transformation that happened  when Peter preached his 

Pentecostal sermon. People asked what they needed to do to have this new gift of life and he said with no ifs ands 

or buts, „repent and be baptized in the name of  Jesus the Christ.‟ He didn‟t tell them they were already saved 



because Jesus had died for them just a  few weeks ago. No! He said, repent now! Believe now! And as we know 

over 3,000 people received the gift of eternal life that day. And God added  daily to their numbers. 

 You see, we Christians today, we who believe in Jesus don‟t believe, I hope, like those Sadducees. No! We 

believe there is a heaven where those who believe in Jesus will live for all eternity. What will it be like? I‟m not 

sure. But I do know there will be no more pain of cancer anymore. There will be no need for hospitals or surgery. 

There will be no tears there, nor sorrow. I know we will have a mansion, a home, that has been prepared for us by 

Jesus.  I believe the best part there will be eternal peace and love. I believe  when we take this final breath on this 

earth and begin our new life in heaven there will be a band of people who will greet us and who will show us 

around….those family and friends who already enjoy the gift of eternal life. Death is nothing to fear, because we 

are going home to be with Jesus. 

I hope none of us are sad-u-see. I trust God‟s word. I don‟t know exactly what heaven is going to be like, but 

this one thing I know and that is, I want to be there. You see, Jesus  it there. And this I know, death and the grave 

is not the end. We all will be spending eternity some place, whether in heaven or in hell. That decision is not 

mine, but God‟s. But this one thing I do believe, that God loves us so much that he has offered his son so that 



whoever will believe and receive him can have the gift of eternal life with him. And, though we find this one hard 

to understand, he also loves us so much that with tears in his eyes he allows those who don‟t want to spend 

eternity with him in heaven to go their separate ways. The story of the Rich Young Ruler lets us see that, as well 

as the story of the poor Lazarus and the  rich  man.  

It‟s  sad-u-see, to think there are some who chose to leave this world not believing in Jesus. But it‟s their 

choice. We can offer them the gift of salvation through Jesus, but we can‟t force them, or scare them into 

receiving it. It is  up to them. 

So the Sadducees were sad because they did not believe in the resurrection. But we Christians believe. We 

believe in Easter when the women went to the tomb and found it empty.   We believe because the angels said, 

„why do you look for the living amongst the dead? For this Jesus you are looking for has risen.‟ We believe 

because the disciples and others saw, ate with, touched the resurrected Jesus. And we believe because when Jesus 

ascended to be with the Father he said one day he would be coming back to bring those who believe i n him to 

heaven.  We rejoice and sing every Easter morning, “Up from the grave he arose, with a mighty triumph of his 



foes. He arose a victor from the dark domain and he lives forever with the Saints to reign. He arose! He arose! 

Hallelujah! Christ Arose.”  

Yes, Dorothy, there is a resurrection. Yes there is life after this earth, and those who belong to Jesus will 

enjoy it for eternity. 

So when we all get to heaven what a day of rejoicing that will be. When we all see Jesus we will sing and 

shout the victory. But until that  time, let us  be faithful and  let us pass on the message of God‟s love to those who 

don‟t have that assurance of their salvation, who walk hand  in hand  with that other fellow down that wide road 

of destruction. 

If there is one here today who isn‟t sure where you will spend your eternal life and you want that assurance, 

Jesus invites you to his table of Grace where you can receive him and the gift of eternal life. Come to this altar 

and pray the sinners prayer and ask Jesus to forgive you and receive the gift of eternal life. He offers this gift to 

whosoever will receive today.  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let God‟s people listen to His voice and obey, amen 

  



 


