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FACING YOUR GIANTS  II 

Well, how did you do this week? How many giants did you slay with your 

shiny stone? Well if you were to ask me I‟d have to say I ran into one I was hoping 

was gone forever. They found 2 small tumors in my bladder so that means another 

trip to OR maybe sometime in November or December, and then it looks like more 

bladder  treatments. Hey, it isn‟t the end of the world, nor will it stop me from 

doing things, especially ministry.     

Last week we  saw how David defeated the feared giant Goliath. But did you 

know his giants were just starting to raise their heads? That‟s right! Those ugly 

giants he didn‟t even know existed were waiting for him. You see, with this win he 

became very popular in his nation. People lined the streets to welcome the army 

back home. Scripture records, “When the men were returning home after David 

had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns  of Israel to meet 

King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with tambourines and 

lutes. As they danced they sang, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens 

of thousands.” 

This should have been an exciting time for King  Saul and David for they 

had defeated the Philistines. Peace was restored and their arch enemy was on the 



run. The problem comes in the verse I didn‟t read which says,  “Saul was very 

angry; this refrain galled him.” 

There it is. The giant of jealousy. Can you picture the scene? How proud 

King Saul was as the women lined the road. They were returning victorious. 

Maybe he was the first in line, riding on his white horse with all his armor on 

looking not only as a king, but  a conquering hero as well. Maybe David was just 

behind him, you know just marching with the guys. But when Saul heard the 

women singing their praises it pleased him, until he heard the last part of their 

singing that told of this young  little whippersnapper who defeated the giant. King 

Saul could have won war after war, but this one defeat of a giant stood out more 

than all the other battles the army of  Israel had. It  was the shepherd boy David 

that was getting all the praise and the eyes of the women.  Yes, King Saul had 

killed his thousands, but David, why he has killed tens of thousands. Man did they 

exaggerate!  It was only one battle. It  was only one man. BUT he was a giant, a 

great warrior, and he tumbled down like a bowling pin being struck for a spare. 

And we see the giant of  jealousy rise up. King Saul‟s ego was deflated. He 

may have wanted to yell out, “hey, I was there. I helped face down this army. I led  

the army chasing the rest  of the  Philistines out of our country. I have led us in 

victory after victory. I have led this country as its king. I have been faithful.” 

Notice how the word “I” pops up! Sure, I know that this is my thinking of what 



King Saul might have been thinking, but folks, it does say, “SAUL WAS VERY 

ANGRY; THIS REFRAIN GALLED HIM.” AND FROM THAT  TIME ON 

SAUL KEPT A JEALOUS EYE ON DAVID.” 

But hear  this, David didn‟t have a clue.  David wasn‟t looking for any 

acclaims. I would almost bet he was embarrassed by all the attention he was 

getting from doing  what God called him to do. But the giant of jealousy popped 

up in Saul‟s life. That  good old evil Satan worked on the King. And when he 

began  to work,  it continued for a long time. 

You know many people do foolish  things when the ugly giant of jealousy 

rears its head. Just read  the paper and find out. I know I‟ve read once how a 

jealous wife ran over her ex husband. Carrie Underwood has a hit song saying how 

she scratched the side of her cheating boyfriends car, wrote her name in the seats, 

and broke his headlights.  

  How amazed most people were when an astronaut drove from Texas to 

Florida in a jealous rage because this married woman with  children was having an 

affair with another astronaut and he was dating someone else.  Why, she even 

wore one of those Depend  diapers that astronauts use when going into space, so it 

is  said, so she would not have to make a pit stop. And then she attacked this other 

woman.  This affair  caused more problems then she was looking for. She was 

been disgraced, lost her position as an astronaut  and still is awaiting trial. 



  And it isn‟t  just relationships where jealousy pops it heads. No! It can  

happen in the work force when someone else gets the promotion you were looking 

for, or someone else got a bigger raise than you did.  Or it could be someone took 

credit for your hard work and you didn‟t get any recognition. Folks,  it‟s  true,  

people do stupid things when jealousy raises its ugly head. I remember reading 

once that a cheerleader got someone to think about killing another girl who was 

trying out for cheerleading because she didn‟t want her on the squad. And then 

there was the college kicker who attacked another kicker with a knife who was 

trying out for the same college team. Who can forget Tonya Harding‟s plan to hurt 

Nancy Kerrigan because if Nancy won the competition that week she would be 

going to the Olympics, and Harding would be staying home. That was the end of 

Miss Harding. 

David‟s was going to face a giant he did not  know existed. You see, that  

giant wasn‟t in him. In was in some one else. Sometime you need to read the 

whole story found beginning in 1 Samuel 17 and ending at the end of the book. 

And when you do you see the „rest of the story‟ as Paul Harvey would say. 

You see, because of Saul‟s jealousy David had to be  on his toes. He never 

knew when this ugly giant would pop up through Saul. Why one day while playing 

his harp to the pleasure of the king, without warning  the king threw a spear at him 

and almost killed him. I wonder if David got the message. I think  he did because 



Scripture records, “But David eluded him twice.” From then on, David went into 

hiding. 

You know what kept David safe? His walk with his God. Throughout all the 

things that happened between the king and David, David remained faithful to God. 

He didn‟t question God on what was going  on, but we know he prayed a lot, wrote 

lots of  Psalms about the situation, but he did not turn on God.  

This all takes us to this morning‟s Scripture lesson. If you‟ve read your 

bulletin it has  nothing to do with David. No! It‟s Jesus in a garden, a garden where 

he perhaps had gone many times to pray. This was his place of solitude. This was 

the place where he could reach out to talk to his Father in  heaven. Listen to this 

very special prayer time found  in Luke 22:39-46. READ 

Jesus and  his disciples have just come from the Upper Room where they 

celebrated the Last Supper for the last time.  It was the jealousy of the religious 

leaders that led to this moment. It was they who rejected Jesus as God‟s Son sent 

to them.  It was their jealousy that tried to turn people against Jesus.  On Palm 

Sunday as people proclaimed Jesus as God‟s Son and proclaimed him King, the 

religious leaders stood in the gateway of Jerusalem watching as the people placed 

their palms in front of Jesus as he road into the city. They were fuming. They 

knew right then that something had to be done in order to keep the people from 

following Jesus. Their thought, let‟s  get rid of him. So the plan was put into place. 



Now on Friday, after their supper, after Judas has gone to betray Jesus,  Jesus 

and the disciples enter the garden of Gethsemane and Jesus tells them to watch 

while he prays.  

And while they slept Jesus prays. He prays that he is now ready to face the 

worst giant anyone could face. He was preparing to face death. Oh not an easy 

death. It wasn‟t like a death from old  age, of illness. It was to be a death following 

suffering and  pain. He was about to take on the sins of the world. He was about to 

hear false accusations about his life. He was about to be in the presence of those  

who rejected him  and paid people to lie about Jesus. You know, I don‟t think it 

was the pain of the cross that got to Jesus. I think the most pain came when he took 

the sins of the whole world upon himself. He took the hatred, the bitterness, the 

jealousy, the immoral living, the lying, the cheating, the unfaithfulness, the 

rejection of God upon himself and that pain  led to Jesus crying out to the Father, 

“My God, my God why has thou forsaken me?”  

Today‟s scripture says, “An angel from heaven appeared to him and 

strengthened him.” 

So this morning we come to this World Wide Communion Sunday knowing 

that Jesus has taught us how to face the giants in our lives. It isn‟t just the giant of 

jealousy that we face this morning, but the giant of rejection, the giant of  sinning, 



the giant of unfaithfulness, the giant of unbelieving, the giant of mistrust,  the giant 

of….well you put your own giant there. 

 Your life and  mine is full of giants, some we don‟t even know exist yet, but 

they are out there. But we need to remember, let‟s not focus  on our giants, but  

focus on our God.  

This morning at this Table of Grace remind  God of the giant  or giants you 

are facing today. I will. Let us receive him through the elements and be reminded 

through his living  in us, we have all the power we need to face and defeat those 

ugly giants. Let me remind you of my final words from last week: 

FOCUS ON YOUR GIANTS AND  YOU STUMBLE: 

FOCUS ON GOD AND YOUR GIANTS TUMBLE. 

May it be so this morning as you go forth from this Table of Grace, the altar 

of Victory, amen! 


