Aug 26 07 Genesis 37:1-11
Heroes - Joseph The Dreamer

The first verse of one of our hymns goes like this: “Be thou my vision, O
Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. Thou my best
thought, by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light...” The
last states, “Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach Heaven's joys, O
bright heaven’s Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O
Ruler of all.”

You know, there is a guy in the Bible who could have used this hymn as one
of his theme songs. You see, this guy had a tough life, yet used by God. He was
not well liked by his brothers and sold to a caravan owner, ended up in jail accused
of attacki ng hindinglparsthe 4 palavseibdingP hh & f @0 e “ s
hand man. We might say Joseph took the scenic tour to what God had planned for
his life.

This morning Joseph is our hero. Joseph, the man we remember because of
his bright flashy coat. Joseph was bornto Rachel,J ac ob * s fwhenohe i t e
worked 14 years and who died delivering his brother Benjamin. So Joseph, being
nexttot he youngest, was spoil eddaadn'ds hi s

favoritism



When Joseph would wear that wild colored cloak he seemed to be flaunting
hisbeingdad “ s f a v o rhis ldrothers sd anhgry yoa audd see the smoke
coming from their heads. To top that off, Joseph was a dreamer. One day he
shared his dream. It seemed there were great fields of grain growing and one grain
stood taller than all the rest. In fact, this one grain rose higher than all the others
and then all the other grains were bowing down to this one. | can picture the smile
on Joseph®"s face and, adtheyerealzed \ahathesvaso n

sayingg “ What ? Yyaurnt holnkemwehbr ot her “s wi |
Hog wash! Not in a million years. No! Not in a trillion years. Notevenifpi g * s
will we ever bow to you, you spoile
Joseph around and he runs to dad for protection laughing. Well then Joseph tells
dad he had another dream and he dreamt where the sun and the moon and eleven
stars were bowing down to him. Well,
believing that now dad would be subject to Joseph along with his 11 brothers.
But because he was the favorite one, he let it go. So the big brothers had enough
of this dreamer, this spoiled brat.

Li sten now to part GenesisBbhi86e ph" s st c

Let " s see what we can | duanedmerof r om t

through three situations in his life.



The first situation he finds himselfis in a hole.You think at times you have
problems. Well this one day Joseph is going to check on his brothers to see if they
are doing what dad wants them to do. He is kind of the spy in the family, you
know the one who checks what"s going
Well this day when he came upon his brothers wearing that coat it was not going
to be a good day. The boys gathered around Joseph, they had enough of his
dreams, his visions, his kind of bragging. So they jumped him and took his wild
flashy coat of many colors from his body and threw him in a pit. Though Joseph
perhaps begged them not to harm him that was their intent. | picture them standing
around thinking what they could do to him. Maybe they could leave him in the pit
hoping some wild animal would come and eat him up. Or they just could fill the
pit with dirt with him in it. If they left him in the pit, maybe he would starve to
death. One brother d i d n * tb hanmaisbrother so he talked the others into
waiting awhile. But their anger against Joseph was too much. He had to go!
Joseph®"s fate was in their hands. Hi
pit with no way up, no way out, and no friends.

What would you do if that was you? Well | picture Joseph, who was only
17, pleading with his brothers to let him go. They were not listening. They got

him where they want him and they were trying to work out the kinks of their plan.



Do you remember what Jonah did while in the belly of the big fish that
swallowed him? He prayed. I picture our hero Joseph beginning to turn the
situationovertoGod.“* O God iIn daema'vtenhel p 1t if
favorite. And as far as the dreams, | know you gave me those dreams. But right
now | find myself in a pit and | “m
This is not how my dream was. What n
,Be thou my visi on, béeallétlsetorde, savdthatrthgu h e a
are. Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, they presence
my | iOghtmy” Lor d, | trust you even whi
my spirit, amen.”’”

Now some of you know how quickly God answers prayers. Phyllis our
daughter-in-law wrote in her blog a few weeks ago how she had a craven for a
tuna casserole and thought wouingdn?"t
supper that night would bring that dish. A few minutes later a door bell rings and
I't“s her mom with supper ‘rerighl ATUNAO Kkn
CASSEROLE! And when Carole read that blog guess what we had for supper that
n i g MIGHT again! tuna casserole.

Well, when Joe finishes his prayer, he hears lots of noise. It was a caravan

heading to Egypt. The caravanstopsandtalk s t o Joseph@and br o

behold a new thought comes to mind. Why kill Joseph? Why not sell him to this



guy for a few bucks and divide it amongst them and tell dad they were sorry but
some wild animal caught Joseph unaware and well, he had a feast, and all that was
left was this bloody coat of many colors? So they all agreed to this plan and left
Joseph on his way to Egypt with his dreams and without his coat. But remember
this. God was found to be with Joseph in the pit.
Next we find Josephinjail. T h at * s You askihgnthd gbt there since
God had saved him from the pit? We | | I t " s Itseemshewas ssld toa u | |
guy named Potiphar and God blessed Joseph while he was there. He became head

of Potiphar®“s house. While Potiplimr
his household and Potiphar became richer and more blessed. And our hero? As far
as he was concerned he was in the place God wanted him to be. He had it good for
a slave/servant in another land.
Well Potiph ar “ s wi f e t ook anuscldmankdudefgpomt o
the north. She used all her womanly charms to seduce Joseph, but he remained
faithful to his God and to his employer and rejected every pass she threw him.
Well one day, when no one else was at home she knew Joseph was coming by, so
she tried one more time, but he resisted again and took off flying out of the house.
But she grabbed his outer clothing. Feeling rejected, you know what they say

about a woman scorned, her anger made her cry out falsely accusing Joseph of

attacking her. She had the proof. In her hand was his garment he left behind as



she fought him off. Well, Potiphar could not believe it, but he believed his wife,
soofft o pri son goes God"s hero

Now some of you might be thinking since God was blessing Joseph why
didn“t he protect him from the wiles
that answer. But hear me now, think
always take you out of situations. He works with you in all circumstances. |
mean when you think of Jesus and the disciples in all their stormy adventures you
know that Jesus never did take them out of the stormy weather. No! We learn he
was with them in, and during the storms. That was why they did not need to be
afraid.

Well, Joseph | *“"m sure prayed agai:-r
might ask when you find yourself in situations that are not of your making. And
sure enough, God heard his prayer and let Joseph know he was still with him.
How? Well he blessed all that he did so that Joseph now is running the prison.

Then he me t a couple guys from F
They were sharing one day the dreams they had, and Joseph interpreted the
dreams for them. For the cupbearer his dream ended by him being restored to his
position serving Pharaoh. But the bakers dream was not so good. His was more of
nightmare, for when Pharaoh sends for him, well, that would be the end of his

life. All he asked of the cupbearer was for him to put in a good word to the



Pharaoh for him. But when the cupbearer got his freedom, well, he forgot about
Joseph.

You know, that tells us about the humanness of Joseph. You see, he is like
us,tibaea® Think of it, instead of re
God was with him because he was being blessed even while he was in prison, so
what does he do? He turns to a someone else to help change his situation. He turns
to the cupbearer. But, hey, the cupbearer was looking out for number one.

Wellwe know God"s timing is better 1
altered even when we take things in our own hands. We might pray for patience,
but when we do, we tell God we want whatwewantr i ght now. “ O 1
that right job today. O God, change my spouse right now. O God, restore my
heart. OGod,next Sunday we want 150 in thi

Il n Joseph®s |ife it took a few mc
Then one day, in God" s ti ming, when the time w
couple of dreams that his guys could not interpret and he was bothered by it. SO
GOD, yes God r e mi medrer of ta gughe Ihéwanrprasan who s
could interpret dreams. Pharaoh calls for Joseph and what do you know God
gives Joseph the wisdom to interpret

promoted from jailbirdt o next | n ¢ o mmalandin Egypt. a |l | (



Finally, we find Joseph in the palace.You see a famine came to the land
and because of thdronwaselpnty tosatin EgyptdTaeir s hi p
storehouses were filled to overflowing during the good years so that when the
famine hit and while other places were starving, Egypt had plenty.

Enter now, thereasonfor a |l | of Joseph®“s probl
watched over him. You see, while they had plenty his family back in Canaan had
nothing to eat. So what does dad Jacob do, but sent his sons to Egypt to get some
food. Who do they have to deal with? None other than their brother. But they did
not know it was him.

To make this story shorter, one day Joseph reveals to his brothers that he is
alive and though they meant to harm him, God had other plans. As far as Joseph
was concerned, God had a hand in all of this. And after having some fun with
them, their bowing down to him which of course was from his dream,
reconciliation came about and Joseph was reunited with his brothers and
eventually his dad and the rest of the family . And Pharaoh invites Joseph *fanily
to live in Egypt and they prospered throughout the 400 years they spent in Egypt
until the day that God led them back to the promised land in Canaan.

WOW! What a long story about our hero. What do we learn from him? Well,
we learn that sometimes we find ourselves in pits, and locked in all kinds of things.

Just because we are Christians it does not mean we wont have trials or temptations.



| “m sure Pot i mkerabutUnsike MingDavid wha spotteel | o
Bathsheba taking her daily bath on the rooftop and was captivated until his
thoughts turned to one sin after the other, Joseph high tailed it out of there.
The second thing | think we can learn is this, that God is always with us no
matter what we are going through or where we are. Like Jonah, Joseph found out
that his God wasn® t Jogephsame td realizethat&odl a n d
was with him in the pit, in the jail and most of all in the palace. So God was with
him during the bad times and the good times.
And we can learn that no matter where we find ourselves God will continue
to bless us. God blesses our faithfulness. Lives changed, lives transformed, lives
wal king closer to God, faith wal ks b
Being abletosee JesusandGodat wor k i n peoples | i ve
So it is with your lives. God is with you in your work, in your play, in your
family, why even when your in an emergency room. | t dorenvgeredrt ma
how you serve God. If you look you will see his divine guidance. You may be the
answer to someone®"s prayer by vyour p
cookies delivered. You might be just the one that blesses someone who is having a
bad day with just a smile, a handshake or a hug. You see, where you go, God goes.

And when you open yourself to his ways, he will lead you where you are needed.



Beli eve me | know, | “ve seen eventbefdrea p p
| was in the ordained ministry.

| t*s amazing to resdphhesski 8 bbdag
our hero did not have it good all the time. We learn from him no matter whether
we are in the pits of lives woes, God is not only there, and if you continue to be
faithful to him, he will bless you while you are going through these things.

Fol ks, 1 f you think Joseph was the
see how he turned out. Look at Paul*®
God used him even when he was being persecuted, found himself in jail and
before kings. From Paul we find encouragement, perseverance and great faith. We
learn from these heroes that our God is faithful to those who are faithful to them.

Last weeks closing hymn stated, “Great is they faithfulness, O God my
Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee, thou changest not, thy
compassions, they fail not; as thou has been, thou forever wilt be. Great is thy
faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; all | have needed they hand
hath provided, great is they faithfulness.”

May this hymn be your prayer when you“re in the pits or when your singing

the | ail house Dbl ues. PitRilsmappamb But heaGtled * s

Good News. Palace rompsarecomingL et God" s peopl e S



