Aug 12 07 Communion Exodus 4:10-13
Heroes- Moses- “Who Me?”

How many of you have given excuses why you can’t do something? | bet
everyone here has had an excuse, whether good or bad when asked to do
something. Why just this past weekend when we were having our push to do
pictures for our directory people had very valid excuses why they could not have
them taken. When the church is looking for those to serve the church sometimes
people will give all kinds of excuses why they can’t serve. Even in Scripture
people gave excuses to a king why they could not attend his banquet. Jesus found
people who had a hard time choosing to follow him. For the rich young ruler it
was because he had wealth and it he could not part with it.

When God called me during that Bible study to serve in the ministry | gave
him all the excuses I could muster. | told God | was to old to serve. | was 36. I'm
uneducated. Just had a high school general diploma no college classes. | had a wife
and 6 kids a house and a family and on and on | went coming up with new excuses
daily.

Our son David came up with some of his own excuses when God called him
as well. He had a good job, was one of the vice presidents at Chase Bank in
Manhattan, and all that, and well, God needs good Christians in the working

world. That was true, but well, one day when God spoke to him about the



ordained ministry on a Friday it was confirmed that Sunday and on Monday David
was applying for Seminary.

Excuses, we all make them. Sorry I can’t make that meeting. Sorry, I can’t
make that dinner. As I’ve said, excuses are part of our lives.

Well this morning we turn to another Hero of our Faith. His name is
Moses. He was a man of excuses too. We know his story well. After all he is the
hero that led God’s people to the Promised Land. We marvel at him. Around
Easter we often watch his touching 3 hour story according to Hollywood. It’s that
epic long movie with Charleston Heston called “The Ten Commandments.”

Moses is another of those characters that God chose that we can relate to.
When we think of Moses most of us think of him as the hero standing up to
Pharaoh, leading the people across the divided Red Sea, going up the mountain to
be with God where he got the Ten Commandments. And finally, after 40 years of
wandering in the dessert he ends up at the doors of the Promise Land, but was not
allowed to enter it himself, though God gave him a glimpse of what was to be for
his people.

Yes, our hero wasn’t all perfect, was he. But he was chosen by God for a
great mission, warts and all.

Well, we pick up Moses’ story when he had been in the dessert for 40

years. He is married, has a family, he’s a shepherd. He has lived a simpler life



then the one he lived while he was in Egypt. Because of his little anger problem,
and killing an Egyptian soldier for beating a Hebrew man, and almost killing a
Hebrew man himself, he was sent away from the riches and the prosperity and the
power of helping to lead Egypt, to now a shepherd tending his flocks, raising a
family, sleeping in tents, cleaning the stalls and all that.

One day Moses and his family were tending the sheep he looks up and sees a
fire in the mountain. It was a funny kind of fire. It wasn’t spreading. It just
seemed to rest on this bush. Well, after a few minutes of watching this fire, Moses
was kind of compelled to go check it out to see if he can perhaps put it out.

He leaves his family behind and climbs the mountain. What he finds is a fire
that is not a fire, filling a bush that is not burning. He is baffled. He doesn’t
understand what is before him. He has a puzzled look upon his face when he hears
a voice. Yes a voice, a voice he had not heard before. A voice that was soothing,
yet full of authority. A voice that was distinct and pretty clear. “Moses, take off
your shoes and come near for you are on Holy Ground.” WOW! Moses’ mouth
almost drops to the ground and he realizes that God is in this bush. Moses kneels
in fear and trembling until he hears God’s voice speaking to him.

“Moses, I have saved you for a moment like this. | want you to go back to

Egypt and lead my people, your people, to freedom.” Moses first reaction was to



look around and say, “Who me? Are you talking to me? I think you have the
wrong guy.”

Though the story of Moses’ call begins in Exodus 3, we skip ahead to see
Moses reaction. Hear God’s Word today for God’s people found in Exodus 4:10-
13. May our hearts be open to what he wants to say to us this morning.

Moses makes excuses why he could not take on this mission.

FirstofalL,he f el t he wasn’t t BExeusenumlgprh t
one rolls out of his mouth. “Who am I?” he asks. Moses doesn’t feel special, but
as far as God is concerned, he is the one he has prepared for the job. For many
years, since his birth he has been groomed by God for this very time. Since his
birth, and since he was plucked out of the water and raised by the daughter of
Pharaoh he was in the process for this very moment, even though he did not
realize it.

How often have we have felt like that? “God who am I? I’'m just an ordinary
person,” we might say. | know | felt like that when God called me too. Going into
the ordained ministry? No way! Not this guy! I certainly didn’t feel like the right
guy for ministry. Even though God stood right in front me that night during Bible
study and said he wanted me in his ministry, | shuttered and said almost what
Moses said, “Who Me?” Even today it is a humbling experience to know that God

is still using me in ministry at the Williamsville church.



My friends God may not be calling you into the ordained ministry, but he is
calling you to a deeper walk with him. He is calling you to be available to what he
wants you to do, or where to serve. God has equipped everyone with gifts to be
used in the church, and for his ministry. What he is calling you to do is exercise
those gifts so that the church in general, or our own church can grow in ministry
to each other.

Next we see Moses is afraid no one will listen to himl felt like that the
first time | stood in the pulpit in Buffalo for my first sermon. | can relate to Moses
response. “What if they don’t believe me or listen to me?”” Can you see hear the
fear in his voice? Moses needed to hear that those God calls, he equips. Just think
if he didn’t equip his son Jesus to come to this earth to lead us to salvation. Just
think if he didn’t equip the fishermen for the job of spreading his word about love
and salvation. Just think if God had not equipped the likes of Abraham, Moses,
Joseph, King David, Paul, Peter, John or my friend Willis Miller so they could
share with the world the message of salvation. Where would we be today? We
would still be lost.

As a pastor | too had to struggle with that one. Why should anyone listen to
me? The answer is, | believe God has given me a message for God’s people.
That’s why I preach about God’s love and his salvation. That’s why I preach about

our faith walk with God. That’s why I offer people a chance to come to Jesus for



salvation or to confess their sins and be free from their bondage. That’s why I
invite people to a deeper walk with God. Like the prophets of old, my mission is to
present the message | believe God has given me. He will make the ground fertile
in the hearts the message is for. He will water the seed that is planted. And when
that soul is ripe he will send someone to witness and offer them the hand of
salvation. As pastor I’'m to preach God’s word and show people Jesus, to show
them his love, his grace, his mercy, his forgiveness. Remember my two signs | see
each Sunday. “Sir we want to see Jesus.” And then, “Offer them Christ.” They
come from two great sources. The first, Scripture. The second, from John Wesley
to Bishop Asbury as he was sent to America to begin the Methodist Church.

Next, and boy can | relate to this one, h e wasn’t an el oq
Moses says, “I have never been eloquent.... I am slow of speech and tongue.”
Well | can say I’'m not slow of speech. I could say, “but Lord they have a hard
time understanding the difference between hot, hard and heart. They say they can’t
understand me because | talk to fast when | get excited, and then they say | have
some kind of accent foreign to their ears.”

There is a popular singer who did very well for himself even though he had a
speech problem. You see Mel Tillis stutters when he talks. But that did not stop
him from becoming a great singer with big hits. Nor did it stop him from opening

a place in Branson.



Oh Moses could give God that speech stuff, and maybe he did have a little
problem, but remember he grew up in the Pharaoh’s household, properly taught by
the best teachers and all that stuff. So God knew Moses better than Moses knew
himself. Even after this, when Moses told God thanks for the call, but send my
brother Aaron, God would not let him go.

In response to these 4 excuses God gives Moses 4 promises. First, he would

be with him. Now we all know that promise is powerful. We have that assurance

found in the end of Matthew’s Gospel from the Great Commission. “Surely | am
with you always to the very end of the age.”

Second promise is God’s authority. When people asked by whose authority

Moses was speaking he was to tell them that the great “I Am” sent him to them to
deliver them from slavery.

The third promise was the promise of divine help. He transformed the staff

Moses had in his hand that he used to tend his sheep into a helpers friend. 1t would
turn into a snake and eat up the snakes of Pharaoh’s magicians. It would touch the
water and turn it into blood. At the Red Sea it would part the waters. When they
were thirsty in the wilderness when he struck the rock with the rod it would pour
forth drinking water. When Moses held it high over his head his troops would win
a battle against the enemy. God gave him something to remember God’s power,

presence and authority.



The Fourth and final promise was he would give him someone to share the
mission. Who else than his brother Aaron who was still in Egypt and who knew
the growing problem of death and destruction at the hands of the Pharaoh. So God
formed a team to do the job that he had planned for them. Moses the planner.
Aaron the speaker. Moses listening to God. Aaron hearing God’s word through his
servant Moses. They really did make a good team as Aaron became the first high
priest of the Hebrew nation.

You know we make our excuses, but if we listen to God we hear the same
promises. He will always be with us. We go representing our God. He gives us
help. And he often gives us someone to share the load.

Oh, by the way, we need to remember when Moses ran out of excuses he
said yes to God. And when he came down from that mountain experience it was
the new transformed Moses ready to go do what God had called him to do.

So this communion Sunday when you come to the altar of Grace and Mercy,
I challenge you to listen to God’s voice. I challenge you to open your hearts to his
call. I challenge you to say “Here I am Lord, use me.” You see God is here to meet
you and to fill you with his wonderful love and his power so that when you leave
this altar you go not on your own strength, but in his strength. After all, you are

part of God’s awesome team.



