July 8 07 2 Kings 5:1-14
YOU MUST BE KIDDING

The Bible is full of Bible stories that help us understand the way God works.
You can find just about any help you need in one of God’s stories. As we know the
Bible is His Story of salvation, from the beginning verse in Genesis thatsays,“ | n
the beginning God cr e attoghdlastwordin he av en
Scripture that ends with, “ He who testi fies to the
soon.” Amen. Come Lord Jesub. GdoHéesgr
peopl e.HisAonektalls it'all. He lays it all out there for us to see. The
good, the bad, the ugly. It’s all there. From those who seemed to be perfect, to
those who weren’t so perfect. From those who were deemed to have great faith, to
those who had faith as small as a mustard seed. From the rich who found it to
hard to follow Jesus, to the widow who was greatly rewarded because she gave
all she had to her God. From men and women who left all to follow Jesus, to the
religious leaders who wanted him gone. It’s all in there for us to read and learn.

You see, God wants His people to understand that he cares about us and
loves us. In my Bible there is a section with all kinds of helps. The index leads me

to different subjects that | can find in God’s Holy Word to give me guidance,

encouragement, faith, hope and much, much more.



This morning’s Scripture lesson is another of those that helps us grow in our
faith. It 1s about a man who was not one of God’s people. Yet, through the witness
of one of God’s people, this man’s life was changed. We don’t know if he began
to follow the God of the Hebrew people but through this experience his life was
transformed as God touched not only his body, but his spiritual life as well.

You see, this man had leprosy. Even though he was a giant in his home land,
a great warrior, leader of his army the one thing that was a problem for him was
that he had developed leprosy. Naaman was not a happy camper with a disease that
meant sometime he might have to separate himself from his family, his friends,
and his most cherished position as commander of the army. He wasn’t a Hebrew,
he was really from a country that was an enemy of the Hebrew nation. Yet, God
touched this man who was used to punish some of the bad kings of Israel.

Listen now to his story found in 2 Kings 5:1-14

READ

Reading that first verse tells the whole story about him. As I’ve said, he was
a valiant man who had become a leader in his country and became commander-in-
chief of hisarmy. Itsayshewas® a gr eat man i n tHde sig
hi ghl y rTaignarwdserdat. Fe received great acclamations from his
master. But then the worse thing that could happen, happened, as the end of verse

one says,“ He was a v.a,BUTehret hsaddl dieeprr osy . ”




There it is. His life was now in shambles. Maybe when the disease began to
spread he would be relieved of his command position. And as it increased he may
be sent away to live in a leper colony. His future looked bleak.

Has that ever happened to you? Oh, I don’t mean you had leprosy. I mean
your future looked bleak. You went to the doctor and he gave you what seemed to
be bad news. One of our pastors wrote a book about his experience with cancer.
He kept a journal of what happened during treatments, right from the beginning
right up to his being declared cancer free. He said after exploratory surgery he was
kind of groggy when his doctor came in and all he said was, “you’ve got it.” Well
this pastor kind of woke up quickly and got the doctor’s attention just as he was
walking out the door and said, “Hey doc, what’s “it?”” The doctor said, “You know
you have “it.” “What’s “it?” the pastor asked again. “You know, you have, you
have, you have cancer.” And with that the doctor left the pastor alone trying to
grasp what this all meant. He didn’t say anything else, nor explain what kind or
what they would do to deal with it. Alone and discouraged, almost defeated this
man of faith had a big decision to make. Would he deal with “it” or let “it” take
hold of himand ruin his future. He then shared his cancer with his church in
Arthur and he decided he would fight this cancer and also let them know his step
by step progress, the good, the bad and of course the ugly. One minute he was on

death’s door, the next he was winning the battle. It was a roller coaster ride, as



my daughter-in-law has said recently with the discouraging words she heard these
past few days that there might be different growths that are causing her pain. Let
me read from her journal entry for July 5™,

Dear family and friends,

I've been on a bit of an emotional roller coaster today. | started by
attending my group therapy which was comforting. It was a good session.

| then went straight to Dana Farber and saw m y oncologist. He had me get
a chest x -ray, which he said showed fluid in my lung. He called my
thoracic surgeon and | went to her office to get the fluid drained.

She was off -site but was able to view the x -ray. She disagreed and said
there was no fluidi  n my lung but would have an assistant flush and try to
drain my lung anyway. The intern flushed it, but got no fluid out.

So, the tube is not blocked and my lung is not draining fluid. The thoracic
surgeon believes there is new tumor involvement in my ple ural cavity,
which is a very painful area (as | well know from having pleurisy).

So, you see why | compared this to a roller coaster - it's hard when the
doctors don't agree.

| see the oncologist next Monday and we'll discuss where to go from here.
In th e meantime, I've switched from Morphine to Dilaudid for pain, and it's
working beautifully. | am not in any pain right now.

Thank you for all your support. Please continue to pray that God's will be
done in my life.

Love,
Phyllis
I
It doesn’t have to be just cancer that gets one down. It can be anything that brings

discouragement. Things in this world are not always perfect.



Well, back to our story of Naaman, who was “a valiant soldier,... but he had

leprosy.”

| want you to see how God puts the right people in the right places for what
he wants accomplished. Some time there was a raid on a Hebrew town and taken
into captivity was a Jewish girl. Now we don’t her name, but we know this. She
knew a prophet in Israel that could take care of Naaman’s problem. So Naaman
asked his master to let him go check out this so called prophet of Israel who could
heal his leprosy.

Well he went to Israel and found Elisha the prophet. So what happens?
Elisha doesn’t even talk to him directly. He sends his servant out to tell him what

to do. Naaman listens as the servant says, you need to go
river and dThat’ssit®vNaamantaskedr €Ysu mist be kidding.
We have cleaner rivers where | come from then this filthy Jordan river. You must
be kidding if you think | would even put one of my toes in this putrid river. What
a waste of time it was to come to this country.”

So Naaman and his little entourage with all the gifts he had for Elisha,
turned and headed home. But one of his loyal servants stopped him and said, “ My
lord, if you were told to do something difficult you would not have hesitated. This

IS so simple, and since we are here, why not try it?”” Naaman looked at his servant

and said, “You must be kidding. But okay, since we are here, well I guess I’1l



try it. It can’t hurt. But if I get sick, you’ll pay the price for encouraging me to go
into this ugly, filthy river.”

Then against his better judgment he strips and gets in the cold, dirty water
and takes a dip and when he comes up nothing happened. He glares at his servant
as the servant encourages him to dip again. He dips again and when he comes up
his sores of leprosy are still there. The servant holds up 2 fingers and says,
“Master, that’s only twice. You need 5 more dips.” He does it again and again
right up to the 6™ time. Each time there is no difference in the sores. He yells at
his servant, “see, nothing is happening. Not one of these blasted sores has changed
for the better. This is a waste of my time. We could be part way home by now. I’'m
coming out.” But the servant ran into the water to encourage him to do it again.
“Master, the prophet said you need to dip 7 times. You need just one more dip.
Why not try it just one more time?”” With discuss in his voice Naaman agrees to
do it one more time. And when he came up this time there were no signs of his
leprosy left. He was cured. The God about all gods provided Naaman with his
cure. Praise be to our wonderful loving God who hears the prayers of his people.

| love that story. You want to know why? Because it is one of a faith walk.
Oh, maybe not Naaman’s faith, but at least the faith of the Jewish slave girl who
suggested that if Naaman went to a certain prophet he could be cured. And also

the faith of Naaman’s own servant that encouraged him to continue on and



complete all he was to do. And how about the faith walk of Elisha who told him to
go take a dip or two in a filthy river. And it helps my faith as well when things |
want done don’t happen right away. It has been a story I’ve shared with others
dealing who have had to endure many treatments. Why? Because we are
encouraged not to give up. Though our daughter-in-law has struggled with one
failed treatment after another she has not given up. She goes from one to the other
praying when this one is done things will change for the better. It might be a roller
coaster ride she is holding on knowing God is still God. Norm Doty has had many
treatments and I’m sure he feels the same way. Prayerfully one of these times
things will change for the better. Even in my own life I keep thinking I’ve had my
seventh surgery for those nasty tumors, this time | pray that there is none there and
no more will grow. I’ve been led to a new doctor, with new ways to treat them.
I’ve had my 6 treatments and now comes my check-up to see if my bladder is
clear. Tomorrow morning Carole will know before | will. I’ll have to wait until I
wake to know the results and what the doctor did. But by faith in our God and the
prayers of many people like you, | know God’s will, will be done and I'll be set
free. Amen? Amen!

This is not the only time something like this happened in God’s word. You
see, the more stories we read the more we see that these things don’t happen just

for someone like a valiant soldier. No! One day Jesus came upon a group of 10



lepers. They yelled for Jesus’ help. While the disciples got out of their way Jesus
heard their cries and went to help them. He reached out and he touched them and
told them they were cured. But before they went home, they were to go to the
priests so they could see they were well, then they could return to their families.
But the healings didn’t happen right away. There were no signs of anything
happening as they left Jesus, much like nothing happened to Naaman’s leprosy the
first 6 dips. Who knows maybe a half mile, maybe 50 yards down the road, or
maybe it was within the first mile, they noticed with each step they took their
leprosy was leaving. Only one, said, “let’s go back to thank Jesus for healing us.”
“Are you kidding? I’m out of here. I’'m going home,” the 9 others may have said.
SO one cured man went back to thank Jesus and Jesus said, “ Ri s e youord
faithh as ma d e Itynakas wewerddr how long the leprosy remained
away from the other ungrateful healed lepers.

And how about the blind man that Jesus touched and was healed. Jesus made
a mud pack and put it in his eyes. Now have you ever had dirt in your eyes? It
stings! It hurts! It feels uncomfortable! Jesus told the blind man to go wash in a
particular pool. The blind man stumbled all the way to the pool and washed his
eyes over and over again and with each washing he began to see something. He
could see things like trees walking. When he finally got his whole sight he knew

what he saw were people walking so he ran back to find Jesus to thank him.



You see why these stories give us hope? We don’t have to sit and wait for
things to happen. As we go on our way things can happen. It takes a faith walk to
understand what God has done before he can do again and again and again. We
are people who are called to walk that faith line. God didn’t promise us a rose
garden. He didn’t tell us that things would always be perfect in our lives. But he
did encourage us to trust in him. He tells us to bring all our concerns to the throne
of Grace.

When things looked bleak in Amanda Phillips life it was suggested we have
a prayer service and we did. We didn’t know much about her faith, but gathered
together that night were people of faith from all denominations, and even some
perhaps that had no church affiliation. We prayed the faith prayer of James and
placed Amanda and the others in God’s hand for his will to be done. The next day
| understand she became worse, but then the next day and the day after that and the
day after that her condition began to turn around. As far as | know she is now in
Memorial Hospital under rehabilitation. Jesus tells us to have the faith the size of
a mustard seed and believe. In the case of Amanda, God heard and answered our
prayers. Don’t you think he hears your prayers for other people and desperate
situations?

It’s tough to understand why things don’t always go our way. But that is

what faith is all about. No matter the outcome, God is still God. When the



Apostle Paul was going through tough times and persecutions he wrote that no
matter the outcome, no matter if he was to die, it was a win-win situation. If God
wanted him to remain on this earth he would continue to witness and share his
faith and encourage others to keep the faith. He did that through his letters that we
have today in the Bible. Letters that help us rejoice when things aren’t going well
because God is still God. And then on the other hand, if it was time for him to die,
then he was happy to know waiting for him was his crown of righteousness for he
had fought the good fight, had kept the faith and was more than ready to go home
to be with Jesus. Yes, through having faith in Jesus we really are in a win-win
situation, so don’t let Satan steal that joy.

Sometimes we just need to exercise our faith. I don’t just mean you, I include
myself in that statement. Our faith grows one problem at a time. Or as in the case
of Naaman, one dip at a time. Or as the one cured leper, one step at a time. Or as
the blind man, one eye wash at a time. Or like me, one treatment after the other.

Maybe today God is speaking to someone here who needs some
encouragement to keep going. Maybe there is someone here who has just a small
amount of faith. God says, that little faith is all he needs to see in order to help that
faith seed to grow. | hope those of you who have been discouraged that you will
walk by faith and let God do his will in your life. Remember the end of those three

stories this morning.



“ S(Maaman)wvent down andlipped himselin the Jordarseven timeas

the man of God had told him, and Hesh was restored and became clean like

that of a young boy.

Then the 10 lepers cried out to Jesus to have pity on them. He said, “ G o ,

show your sel f dasdheyiwert hpyi svet gTothdofea n s €

who came back to thank him, Jesus said, “ Ri s e your thithdhas made you

we |l |

Finally the blind man who told the authorities,” The man t hey ¢
made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam an&wash.

went and washeéandt hen | coul d see.”

So whether it’s doing something 7 times, or just going on with life,
remember this from the blind man, that he went and did what he was told and it
happened, he received that which God had planned for him.

My friends, what is God telling you to do? This morning | would encourage
us all to walk by faith in our God who is still in control of all things. Are you
kidding pastor? No! for the results we have seen let’s us know our God still gives

miracles. Let the people of God agree by saying with enthusiasm, “amen!”



