
June 10, 07 1 Chronicles 16:4,7-13 

Count Your Blessings 

I wonder how many of you this morning think about  how God has blessed 

you. Do we sometimes take God for granted thinking he is like a coke machine? 

You put your money in, and out pops blessings? Do we thank him for another day 

of life on this earth? Or do we gripe about the stuff that complicates  our lives. Do 

we thank him for medicine that helps take care of the aches and pains in our body, 

or at least makes the pain tolerable? Or do we complain, „why me, Lord?” Do we 

thank him for family, friends, the church? Do we thank him for the gift of 

salvation or that he went to the cross and died that we could have eternal life? Do 

we think that his death on the cross was meaningless? Or do we come to realize 

that he did it for us.  

In our times of sharing our joys and concerns there ought to be many who 

share those  kinds of blessings, and other blessings that God has bestowed upon 

you. It isn‟t just a few here that God has blessed. He has blessed all of us in some 

ways. But I also know some feel funny about sharing… others feel embarrassed. 

Some think those small blessings aren‟t anything to brag about. Then  there are 

those who are  nervous about sharing their faith and what God has done in  their 

lives.   



I‟m glad the early disciples weren‟t afraid  to share their faith. Just imagine if 

the disciples stayed in the upper room on the day of Pentecost, those 3000 plus 

people would never have found salvation, and the church of Jesus Christ would not 

have begun. What if Philip had said “no” to  the Holy Spirit when he told  him to 

meet the Ethiopian  on the road? He would not have found salvation either. If  

Ananias had not obeyed  the Holy Spirit, would the  Apostle Paul ever have 

received both his physical and  his spiritual sight? And what would  have  

happened in the  household of Cornelius if Peter refused to  follow  his men to his 

house and  refused to go inside saying the Good News was only for the Jews? 

What if through all the persecutions Paul decided it was too tough to follow Jesus 

and he gave up? What if when he heard the Macedonian cry for help Paul brushed 

it aside  as a belly ache from eating to much  rich food or too much pizza? What if 

Dick Piscatelli decided the United Methodist Church was right and when you 

reach 70 you need to hang up your pastoral robes and let someone else do it? 

I know what  would  have happened. The Gospel, the Good News of Jesus 

Christ would have died right there in Jerusalem. There would  not have been any 

Good News at all. It would have run its course. If the  Good News had stopped  

with them perhaps there would be  no United Methodist Churches in this land, nor 

any church of any denomination anywhere in the world. We might even  be 

worshipping idols. Ops, some still do.   



This morning I want us to be able to  count our blessings and see what God 

has done in our lives.  

Our text today  is  found  in 1 Chronicles 16:4, 7-13. King David  has just 

brought the Ark of the Covenant to its permanent home in Jerusalem. He knows 

how important this action  is because the Ark reminds the people of God‟s 

constant presence. The people have gathered along the parade route and  there in 

front of the Ark, dancing in all his glory, literally, is David. When the Ark finally 

arrives in the  center of town, we hear David‟s praise. READ 

Here is some advice this morning from that encounter. King David advices. 

Give Thanks to the Lord. Now for us that seems so simple. But do we 

really give thanks to the Lord? Do we  give thanks to the Lord for all things?  You 

see, sometimes we  become the  mummblers or  complainers that Moses was 

confronted with on their wilderness journey. The saying is suppose  to  be,  „when 

things get  tough, the tough get going.‟ But we  seem to  have the attitude that  

„when things get tough, let‟s  complain.‟ 

Look at what David  said to thank the Lord for. He said to thank him „for 

what he  has done.‟ Man, that should have  brought a lot  to their minds. Since 

David has been  anointed King they have been blessed. Things were good in the 

land. Now their most treasured possession, the Ark is now at home in Jerusalem. 



Man „it doesn‟t get any better than this,‟ they could have said. It‟s like the old  

political song of one  party, „happy days are  here again.‟ 

You see, they are to remember  what God did in their lives. Isn‟t that what 

we learn from reading the Bible? We learn  what God has done, and if he could do 

it then, he could do it again.  

I‟m sure I‟m not the only one  who feels  blessed  by God  throughout the 

years.  When I get discouraged, and  yes, preachers are human, we do get 

discouraged, I count the many blessings knowing what God has  done. You know 

last year when I was to retire I was discouraged because, well, people were getting 

appointments and I didn‟t have one, and I didn‟t know if I would be just a Sunday 

fill in. But then I was appointed here.  

The second piece of advice  is sing praises to him. Sometimes  Carole and I 

walk around the streets of our town thanking God that we found our house a year 

ago, and that we are close to Karen and her kids, and that God blessed us with a 

church that wasn‟t afraid to take on a retired preacher with some what of  an 

accent who has come, not to just fill the pulpit and care for the church until it can 

no longer survive, but with a vision of the best is yet to come. But every once in 

awhile I will walk on my own. I find great happiness in just  being alone with God 

as I listen  to some praise music. Yes, occacionally I do listen to something other 

than CW. For me it is very soothing. Sometimes I sing  along, or just hum a little. 



It‟s my time to reflect on what he is doing and worship him and thank him for his 

blessings in my life.  

You see, praise is a very important part of worship. When you read the 

Psalms they are mostly filled with praise. Once again David reminds us  what we 

are to be in praise about. He says “tell of his wonderful acts.” Man, not only 

should  we give God thanks for  what he has done, we are  to tell the story. 

Perhaps you remember when the Hebrew nation was crossing the Jordan 

River to enter the promised land, the Hebrew nation took 12 stones from  the 

middle of the Jordan  and  built a monument on the other side. God  said, „When 

your children ask about these stones,  tell  them the story, how when the priests 

entered  the Jordan River carrying the Ark, God parted  the river so the people 

could enter the promise land on dry land.‟ 

We need to tell  the story. At Palm Sunday we sing, „Tell me  the stories of  

Jesus I love  to  hear.” At Xmas we sing, „Go, tell it on the mountain, over the  

hills and everywhere; that Jesus Christ is born.‟ At Easter  we sing enthusiastically 

to  the world,  „Up from the grave he arose, with a mighty triumph o‟er  his foes; 

he arose a victor from the dark domain, and he lives forever with the saints  to 

reign; he arose!‟ And we sing,  „He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus  lives today! He 

walks with me and  he talks with me along life‟s  narrow  way. He lives, he lives, 

salvation to impart! You ask me how  I know he lives? He lives within my heart.” 



I tell  you what, after those hymns we  could go home. They are powerful 

stories of the acts of God. So sometime go through the hymn books and don‟t try  

to sing them, but read  their story. For it‟s the stories of God‟s wonderful acts 

through the writer of the hymns to help us remember that when  tough times come, 

tough people can keep on going. 

The  final bit of advice is, remember. Now  I know some  of us get kind  of  

forgetful from time to time.  Sometimes we blame those things on old age. But 

sometimes we just forget. Now we laugh when we forget  things.  But we also 

know it is very important to remember a birthday, an anniversary, a day that  a 

loved one has passed  away, or any other  special days. Each December 7
th

 we 

remember what happened at Pearl Harbor. This past Memorial Day we 

remembered  those who gave their lives during war time, as well as those who 

served in the military and now rest from their labors. We also remembered those in 

our congregation who died since last Memorial Day, and we added to that list 

those who we wanted to remember who have already gone on to glory. We must 

never forget what these people stood for, and we must never forget the dreams 

they had. 

King David  says, remember, „the wonders, the miracles God has done.‟ 

Folks, that is important. For if God could part the Red Sea,  the Jordan River, 

then he can part any barrier in our lives. If God could lead the Hebrew nation by a 



cloud by  day and fire by night, then  he can lead us wherever he wants us to go 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. If God could breath new life into the dry 

bones and bring them back to life in the valley of death, then he  can  breath new 

life into his church and cause a revival to happen.  

In 1970 a great revival began at  Asbury College where lives were changed, 

not only there, but at the Seminary and across the street. A revival began, as hearts 

were  touched and people repented of their sins. Students repented about cheating 

on tests and in relationships, stealing from each other and the book stores. 

Forgiveness came, classes were stopped as students and then other people flooded 

to the chapel to hear the stories, and they too, confessed to things and you could 

feel the forgiveness of God‟s Spirit falling among the people gathered in  the 

chapel.  Classes were canceled for 4 days. News of the revival spread to other 

towns, other churches and students were invited  to speak in churches in other 

states and more lives were transformed. The mighty hand of God fell upon campus 

after campus, home after home, church after church as God breathed new life into 

these people and set them on fire.  

 I‟ve seen churches that  were dead resurrected through the power of God. A 

retired woman pastor was sent to  a church in Florida to  help it close. She was  

sent there to close the church. It was  in a declining  neighborhood, and  most of 

the people were low income and uneducated.  Well, there was an  explosion of 



God‟s Holy Spirit and  that  church never did close and ended  up with a full time 

pastor. Then there is a church in Lima Ohio that was known for it‟s chicken noodle 

dinners to pay for their bills. A young pastor was appointed their following 

graduation from Asbury Seminary. He came with a vision and the power of the 

Holy Spirit. That church is now one of the largest churches in our denomination. 

It‟s the Ginginsberg UMC and the pastor is Mike Slaughter. They now have 

thousands coming to a variety of worship services. They have so may ministries 

that they can‟t keep track of  them. And lives are still being transformed. 

Don‟t we still pray for miracles to happen? When things are out of control of 

the doctors and no hope is offered, do we not pray for some kind of miracle from 

God? I know our family is asking for one for our daughter-in-law Phyllis. I just 

read the other day where a man who was in a coma for around 18 years woke up 

from that coma. The doctors had given up on him but his wife had not. She cared 

for him for 18 years doing all the stuff to keep him going. He came out of the 

coma finally. And just the other day I heard how a family was told there wasn‟t 

anything more they could do for their mother, who was  on life support. They 

decided to take away the life support and let her go on to glory. But before that 

their pastor prayed for the family and for her and God‟s will to be done. The 

grandkids were brought to see their grandmother one last time. When they took 



away the life support the mother woke up and smiled and said “Hi” to her 

grandkids. As far as I know she is still going.  

Let me tell you the story of  a  man I  met a couple years ago. When he was 

41, he swallowed a cigar and it affected his lungs and  he ended up in a coma. 3 

years later, while his  family was watching their usual Sunday Mass on TV, he 

woke up from that coma. Because of this, he taught his children about a deep faith. 

Even though he couldn‟t speak clearly, he still remembers  the  story as so does his 

family.   

These stories prove to  me our God is still at work in this world today. He 

didn‟t just take the world in  his hands after he created it, wind it  up, and backed  

off  saying  „when it unwinds, that‟s it.‟ No, not at  all. He created the world and  

still reigns over it. Oh  Satan may be prince of this world today,  but his  reign is 

short lived. God is still in control and  he still works wonders and miracles. 

Need more proof? Read your  Bible. Read the Gospel of John see how Jesus 

turns  the water into wine. Read how Nicodemus heard about a born again 

experience in order  to  have a relationship with God. Check out the woman at the 

well who found  her Messiah.  

You want more proof? Read about the healings in the Gospels. Read the 

book of Acts and see the miracles and  wonders that the Apostles did after  

Pentecost. John 20:30-31 states: ‘Jesus did other miraculous signs in the presence 



of his disciples, which are not recorded in this  book. But these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is  the Christ, the Son  of God, and that by believing 

you have life in his  name. 

Today he asks you to  count the blessings  in your lives. Now he doesn‟t just 

want you to  give a blank thought thinking, „Yes, God has  blessed me.‟ Let‟s sing 

your insert, “Count Your Blessings,” and let‟s share some blessings after each 

verse. 

 

Yes, we have been blessed,  and I can name them one  by one. Not only my 

wife Carole, my helpmate in ministry, but all our kids, and all of our friends in 

ministry and  all  the  congregations we have served which  includes  you people 

here in Williamsville. Truly God  is good all the time… and all the time God is 

Good. 

Let me bring this message  of thanksgiving,  praise and  remembrance to a 

close with another Scripture on praise. It is from Psalm 100. 

Shout for joy to  the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made 

us, and  we are his; we are his  people, the sheep of his pasture. 



Enter his gates  with thanksgiving and  his courts with praise; give thanks to 

him and praise his name. For  the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his 

faithfulness continues through all generations.   

Yes, King David,  the one after God‟s own heart, who struggled in his faith 

walk and did ungodly  things, could sing along with us, 

‘So amid  the conflict, whether great or small, do not be discouraged; God is 

over all….  count your many  blessings, name them one by one…. count your many 

blessings, see what God  hath done’. 

I pray  God  will lay it upon your heart to  share your  faith story with 

someone who might be discouraged and thinks no one cares. they are  wrong, 

because Jesus  cares. Remember the wonders and miracles, and  all that God has 

done for you. For he is the same God  who worked wonders yesterday, as he will 

today, as he  will tomorrow, for our God is an awesome God, and he  reigns  

forever more.   

Let the people who believe in God say „amen!‟ 

 

 


