May 27 07 Pentecost Acts 2:1-12
Do It Again, Lord

A young boy and his father were walking down the hall of their church looking at all the pictures that were
on the wall of former pastors and founders of their church. The son asked the father who these people were. His
father said, “Son, these are the people who died while in God’s service.” The young boy looked up at his dad and
asked, “Which service dad, the 8 or the 10 o’clock?”

This morning we are celebrating 2 events that we celebrate every year. The first is Memorial Day when we
recognize those who have died throughout the years. Mainly Memorial Day is a day when we honor all those who
have served in the military and now rest from their labors. Some died in combat, , some who served in peace
time. They all now rest from their labors. At 11:45 this morning on the square there will be a special service
remembering those who have served. Today our church would like to salute all our veterans who are here. All
those who have served in the military or are serving or will be serving please stand as we salute you.

And Memorial Day has been the day set aside to remember all those who have gone on to their rewards

whether veterans or not. The book of Hebrews lists the people of faith that we should always remember. People



like Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Sarah, Moses, Sampson and many more. To this list we added
our own people of faith who have gone to be with the Lord. We should never forget our family or our friends who
have touched our lives. Whether it has been a year, or even 10 or 20 years, or even longer, we remember those
who were part of our circle of friends and our family members, and that’s the way it should be. And so the
tradition goes on. We remember our loved ones. We remember those who died in all the wars our nation has
fought. We remember all the veterans who have died whether at war or during peace time. And we salute all
veterans still living, and we say a hardy “thanks you” for giving of your time. Today we remember especially
those in Iraq and Afghanistan who gave their lives to free those countries, and those who are still in harms way.
We say, ‘may God bless you and be always with you.’

We also celebrate the birth of the church. Today is Pentecost Sunday, the day the church began. It happened
as the disciples were in the Upper Room waiting their marching orders from the Lord. Jesus had ascended to be
with the Father and he told his disciples to ‘wait in Jerusalem for the gift of the Holy Spirit’ which God would

(19

give them boldness to “witness to people in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

So they waited. There were 120 in the Upper Room waiting. They were in prayer, fellowship and perhaps sharing



their stories of how Jesus touched their lives. Perhaps they retold the teachings from the Sermon on the Mount.
Perhaps the woman at the well shared her story or how Jesus forgave her. The leper who was cleansed may have
shared how Jesus blessed him with a cleansing. And perhaps other shared wonderful things about Jesus as they
waited for that special magical moment that was to come.

Then it happened. Listen as | read only a brief portion of what happened that day. Turn to Acts 2:1-4

Yes, the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples and transformed all their lives.

First, they were in one place. Yes, they were doing what Jesus told them to do. It was days since they had
seen the risen Jesus. They were told he would return again one day. But until that time, they were to remain in
Jerusalem until the power of the Holy Spirit came upon them. You see the disciples were the same old disciples
that needed something more, something to transform their lives and give them strength to be his witnesses in all
kinds of circumstances. They had only walked with Jesus, but now they would have Jesus within them through the
power of the Holy Spirit. We can’t explain this mystery, but I know that it happens. So they gathered together and

waited.



You see, | believe there is power when God’s people gather together to pray, to listen to God’s voice
through hymns, reading His Word and through his speaking through a sermon. It’s life changing. It can be an
exciting time for it can bring all kinds of healing and all kinds of peace. God gets excited when he sees his people
coming together in prayer and fellowship and breaking of bread. He knows the hearts of his people. In fact, he
knows more about you than you know about yourself. After all he created you and gave you the gifts and talents
you have. He knows your weaknesses and he knows your strengths. He also knows you need the Holy Spirit
working in your live in order to stay strong in your faith. So let’s see what happened to these 120 people praying
in the Upper Room.

The wind blew. That wind came. It was like a tornado but it didn’t destroy anything. It just filled them with
the power of the Holy Spirit. One time it was quiet, the next moment there was the wind. It was the breath of God
breathing on each of them, giving them a new life through the Holy Spirit. He breathed Himself into them. The
gathered disciples were amazed. Something wonderful was happening .

Then there was the tongues of fire sitting on each ones head. They could not see it on themselves but they

could see it on each other. This fire seemed to penetrate right to their hearts and set them on fire with a new



burning desire to spread God’s love. It was if they were touched with a burning coal on their lips like what
happened to the prophet Isaiah.

Thenitsays,“ al | of tédé mwiwtelmr et H e AllHatkthe/win8. phe tonigues.of*fire rested
on all the people. It didn’t seek out just the 12, butall believers were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.

You see, God’s power of the Holy Spirit is for all his people. It’s not just for the Baptist, the Lutherans, the
Catholics, the Assembly of God, the Pentecostals, the Brethren Church or the United Methodist Church. THE
HOLY SPIRIT IS FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN!

One thing you need to remember is that when you give your life to Jesus you are acknowledging what Jesus
did for you. It is then the Holy Spirit comes into your life. You aren’t going to get any more of the Holy Spirit
than you get that first day you become a born again Christian. However, when you surrender to the Holy Spirit,
and the more you surrender to the Holy Spirit, the more He gets of you. The Holy Spirit is like a time released
capsule that gives you what you need when you need it. Once digested it begins to work. With the Holy Spirit he
works likes the Energizer Bunny, going on and on, for His power never ends. The Holy Spirit fills you with power

when you let him take control of your lives. He gives you wisdom to understand God’s word. He convicts you of



sin, and he gives you words to say to witness to others, and much, much more. And folks, that’s the exciting
thing. Later in Scripture Paul tells the church to be “continually filled with the Holy Spirit.” Or as we would say
today, let him be in control of your lives. You see, we are powerless without Him.

The results of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was staggering. What came next was the talk of the town
then, and the world today. You see, they began to speak in languages those who heard could understand.
Folks, the filling of the Holy Spirit drove them into the streets to preach and share Jesus. They could not stop
themselves. It was as if they were all in a dump truck and the back went up and they all landed in the street. Those
who were powerless, were now full of power. Those who were timid, were now full of boldness. Those who were
limited in their dialect could now speak in a language they did not know. But they shared Jesus. And the people
understood them.

It was an exciting time! The people in the street didn’t know what to make of it. They thought they were all
drunk. They must have sounded like the people at the tower of Babel when God gave them all different
languages. They thought they had just came from an all night drinking party. All 120 were excited as God put one

person after another in their paths to tell them about Jesus’ love. Families would stop what they were doing or



where they were going and listen. And folks they didn’t know what to make of it. The only thing they could say
was they must be drunk.
Oh, they weren’t drunk from to much wine. It was only 9 a.m.. If you want to attribute it to them being
drunk then you would have to say they were drunk with the power of the Holy Spirit. They knew exactly what
has happening. God’s promised power foretold from the prophet Joel had come true. “In the last days, God
says, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see
visions, your old men will dream dreamsé.. And e
Man, what powerful words they were, and still are. You see, these excited bunch of people just opened their
mouths and out came what needed to be said. And when it did, lives were transformed. The Holy Spirit was at
work. You can see it in Peter’s Pentecostal Sermon telling the people about this Jesus that lived among them and
did some wonderful things, healed many, fed multitudes, changed more lives then ever, and how he suffered, how
he died for their sins, and rose again and lives today. When Peter finished the sermon the Scripture states, fié

the people wer e cut to the heart and said t AndPatet er a



quickly gave the first altar call of the new church as he replied,n Repent and be Dbyawrthez e d
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
Listen to what happened, n Thos e who accepted his message wer
their number that day. o
Hallelujah! 3000 people turning their lives over to Jesus. The church of Jesus church began. It wasn’t
Baptist, nor Lutheran, nor Pentecostal or Assembly of God, nor the Church of God, nor Christian Church, nor
United Methodist Church. What happened that day was the birth of the church of God where the Holy Spirit
came upon his people and lives were transformed from sinners to saints, from cowards to boldness. They now
had hope of their sins forgiven and spending eternity with God. And when you read on in this chapter and the next
God added daily to their numbers those who were being saved.
Folks I get excited every time I read the book of Acts because all this happened when God’s people
gathered together to pray, share in fellowship, broke bread and were in one accord, and I don’t mean a Honda.
That power came on those in the Upper Room and what we see s the evidence of what the Holy Spirit can do.

People began to tell others about Jesus and how they could have a better life through giving their lives to Jesus



and believing in him for salvation. And then I think, it can happen here. Then I pray, “Lord, do it again. Do it here
at the Williamsville United Methodist Church. Come breathe of God and breath new life into the people of this
church. Come fire from heaven and set this church on fire that we may be bold in our witness, strong in our faith,
and ready to do what you call us to do. Yes, Lord, Do it again. May what happened at that first Pentecost happen
again. Help us to want a revival in our lives and in this church. Help us get excited about what you can do in this
church and in our lives.”

Church, every week we sit in these pews waiting on God to do more wondrous work than we have ever
known. We need to gather together, we need to pray, we need to be in fellowship, we need to share in breaking
of bread. We need to earnestly pray and believe a new hot wind and new tongues of fire can fall afresh on us. It
can happen.

My prayer for you and for me and this church comes from a hymn that states, “Spirit of the Living God, fall
fresh on me. Melt me, mold me, use me. Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me.” Or another hymn that states,
“Revive us again, fill each heart with Thy love. May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. Hallelujah!

Thine the glory. Hallelujah! Amen! Hallelujah ! Thine the glory! Revive us again.”



Do it again Lord. Do it again. Pour out your Spirit on we who are gathered together. Give us the courage,
the boldness to be your witnesses. Give us people to share your message with. Let us have the courage of those
early disciples. Let us not be timid about our faith, but fill us with boldness. Give us the words. Give us the heart
set on fire for Jesus. Do it again Lord, fill your people with the Pentecostal power of that first out pouring and we
pray you will add to our numbers daily those who are being saved.

Holy Spirit take control and lead your people so that you might be glorified. Do it again Lord. And we thank you
in advance for all that will happen.

This morning if anyone would like to come to this altar to fire up their faith, the Holy Spirit of God invites
you to come so he can breathe new life into you. If someone has heard the call to salvation you are invited to
come. God is at work this morning through the Holy Spirit.

Spirit of the Living God Fall afresh on all who are gathered here this morning and may we be your witnesses

to the lost and the hurting. Yes, Lord, | pray, and ask you to do it again! Amen!



