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Because He Lives You Shall Live Also #4 

The 14
th

 chapter of John is one of my favorites. Jesus and the 

disciples have gathered to share in this sacred meal remembering the 

Passover of the death angel in Egypt which led to the exodus of God’s 

people and the start of a new  generation of people called the Hebrews. 

God had blessed the Hebrew nation while they were in Egypt as the 12 

tribes prospered for many years. But then a Pharaoh came to power who 

didn’t let the history of his nation stand in his way of running his 

country his way. You see, he forgot what Joseph, this Hebrew slave who 

rose to be second in command and  who led their nation out of famine, 

had done for his nation. He listened to those who were jealous of the 

growth and wealth of the Hebrew people.  So he enslaved them until 

God heard their cries and sent Moses to deliver them not only from 

bondage, but deliver them to the Promised Land. 

And every year after that first Passover meal, they were instructed 

to repeat it and remember what God did for his people. And so, on this 

night Jesus sits with his disciples, washes their feet, shares in the 



breaking of bread and sharing the common cub and begins to prepare 

them for what was to come in the next few days… in fact their eternal 

future. 

We read in the beginning of this chapter these comforting words 

that I use often during a Celebration of Life when someone has died, 

because it brings hope to all. Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many 

rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 

You know the way to the place where I am going.” 

My friends, those words are full of hope, don’t you think? I mean 

it is straight forward that the grave is not the end. Those words promise 

believers that  there is a mansion waiting for each of us in heaven. Folks, 

the Good News is this…Jesus destroyed death by conquering the cross 

and the grave. 



Hear the Good News of  the Gospels… Because He Lives, You 

Shall Live also.  Hear now God’s word for those people who need a 

boost to their faith and hope found in John 14:19,20. READ 

The first thing we find is that because Jesus lives we have hope. In 

his words to the Thessalonians Paul encourages many people who didn’t 

understand the future. He tells them not to fear, especially about death. 

They had believed that the grave was the final resting  place. Though 

they had  heard about the coming again of Christ who would take them 

home to a better place, nothing had happened at this time. Some had lost 

hope. Others, well, like today, they just figured the grave was the end. 

So he calms their fears by telling them “Brothers (and sisters), do not 

grieve like the rest of (those) who have no hope. We believe that Jesus 

died and rose again so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 

who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we 

tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the 

Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the 

Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 

the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 



dead in Christ shall rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are 

left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage 

each other with these words.” 

Now I don’t know about you, but those words excite me. The 

words I’m referring to are, “and we will be with the Lord forever.” 

Those words give us hope. They tell us that there is life after the grave. 

Between these words found in Paul’s writing, and  those found in the 

first part of John 14, I can tell you that we have great things waiting for 

us on the other side of this life. It is true! Christians are not like those 

who grieve without hope. We have hope. And that hope is a certainty 

that because Jesus lives we shall live also. Hear his promise. “Because I 

live, you also will live.” 

Folks those words are soothing. Some of you who are old enough 

remember WW II. Perhaps you remember General MacArthur’s remarks 

when he was forced out of the Philippines by the Japanese. He didn’t 

want to leave. He wanted to fight on, but it looked like the Americans  

would be over run, so  against  his will, in order not to be captured and 



be a prize trophy, he was ordered off the island. The very last thing he 

said to the Philippine people was, “I shall return!” Friends, I’m sure 

those were words of hope that those people needed to hear. It took 2 

years, but General MacArthur returned to the island of the Philippines 

and waded to shore smoking that familiar corn cob pipe, and with those 

dark sun glasses, and he was ready to lead the army to victory. You see, 

he and they never gave up hope! 

We of the Christian faith don’t just have false words of hope, we 

have sure hope of what is to come. Just like  the General’s  famous 

words of hope, “I shall return.” We have Jesus’ words of hope that say, 

“Because I live, you also shall live.” 

 God sent his son to us so we would have hope. He sent him that 

we would have life. He sent him so that we would understand his 

promises. An Irish friend of mine once said in his delightful Irish 

brogue,  “If God said it, I believe it.” I can relate to that. 

And because He lives we have a future. You know, we don’t 

have to wait till we die in order to enjoy the promises of God. That is 

what is so wonderful about the Holy Spirit.  When Jesus ascended to 



heaven he told the disciples he would be back. Meanwhile, he left us 

with the Holy Spirit living in our hearts to let us know we aren’t alone 

and that Jesus is with us.  

Folks, Christianity isn’t just a Sunday morning thing. It isn’t just 

about Advent or Lent or Christmas or Easter, it is a way of life. It’s 

learning to be like Jesus. It’s becoming disciples of Christ’s. It’s living 

our faith wherever we go, and no matter how we feel. It’s showing 

Christ’s love to those  who are unlovable. It’s taking his message of 

hope to others so they too can believe. It’s a transformation that takes 

place and you know the future looks good all because Jesus lives. 

That’s why Christians should not go around with droopy faces. I 

mean, folks, Christ is alive! We have sung that song, “Up from the grave 

he arose with a mighty triumph over his foes. He arose a victor from the 

dark domain and he lives forever with the Saints to reign. He arose! He 

arose! Hallelujah, Christ arose.” 

We should never loose the joy of that first Easter morning. We 

should not live like people who have no hope. We should not live like 

people who are afraid of the future. No! We are people of faith and 



hope. We are people who know we have a solid future because our 

Savior lives and he gave us his Word that  whosoever believes in him 

will have eternal life. 

And then because He lives we have eternal life. Folks, when we 

die they may place the shell of our bodies in the ground, or your ashes 

might be spread someplace on this earth, but I’m here to tell you that 

your soul, your spirit goes to be with God. There are two places that are 

on the other side of this life. You will spend  eternity in one of  them. 

One we really don’t want to go.  It’s not the best of places. If you  can 

think of your worst nightmare, well this  place called Hell is far worse 

than that. The second of course in Heaven.  

Friends, Jesus opened the doors to paradise for those who believe 

in him. The grave is not the end. It is a new beginning.  It’s going to be 

with Jesus, with God, with others we know and love, and where we will 

spend eternity. There will be no more tears, no more sorrow, no more 

cancer, no more heart troubles, no more hurting, no more abuses of any 

kind. That is the place where we will live forever and ever with all the 

Saints who reside now in Glory. 



I get excited just thinking about that. I don’t know what  we will be 

doing up there, or if there are any golf courses, or fishing holes or what. 

All I know is this…. Jesus and God will  be there and I will be thrilled to 

live forever  and sit and  talk to the Apostle Paul, and Peter, meet Moses, 

talk with John and Charles Wesley, see my dad and my mom and my 

sister Ruth, and a college friend by the name  of  Ken Thorpe  and his  

wife Wanda  and many more whose funerals I have conducted, and other 

friends who have gone on to glory. 

You see, that is what is so great about our faith. If we believe 

God’s word. If  we believe in God’s promises. If we believe that Jesus 

rose from the grave. If we believe he will come again to take us home, 

then we don’t have a worry in  this world. We are in a win-win situation. 

We can live this life on this earth with hope and without fear. We know 

we have a wonderful future because we have the Holy Spirit living in us. 

And on top of that, one day, when God sends his messenger to take us 

home, we are going home to a wonderful mansion in the sky where we 

will live forever and ever.  



I’ve told Carole if I go before her I hope they will be  able to put a 

smile on my face. I’ll fly away, oh Lord, I’ll fly away to that mansion in 

the sweet by and by.   

Hear an old hymn, “There’s a land that is fairer than day, and by 

faith we can see it afar, for the Father waits over the way to prepare us 

a dwelling place there. We shall sing on that beautiful shore the 

melodious songs of the blest; and our spirits shall sorrow no more, not a 

sigh for the blessings  of rest. To  our bountiful Father above we will 

offer our tribute and praise, for the glorious gift of his love and the 

blessings that hallow our days. In the sweet by an by, we shall meet on 

that beautiful shore….” 

Now friends, as wonderful as all this sounds, and though I believe I 

am ready to meet my maker up there, I am not in a rush to get there. I 

believe he still has things for me to do, ministry to complete, and the 

joys  of watching my grandkids grow up, the Cubs win the World Series, 

and this church full of God’s loving people. So you see this might take 

some time…especially the Cubs thing.  But hear this … I know these 

facts…. Because Jesus lives I have hope.  My faith in my God tells me 



there is a future for me and that he will watch over me until he takes me 

home. My faith tells me that because I have given my life to Jesus I have 

the gift of eternal life. It is a promise from God to all who believe and 

trust in His Son. I say those things because they are words that keep me 

going.  I say those words because they are words of hope, not just for 

me, but for everyone who will believe in Jesus. 

But hear me, I might falter from time to time. I might do stuff I’m 

not suppose to, but this one  thing I know without a shadow of a doubt. 

JESUS LOVES ME!   How do I know Jesus loves me? Well listen to 

this little song, “JESUS LOVES ME THIS I KNOW FOR THE 

BIBLE TELLS ME  SO!ò 

This morning is also Mother’s Day and I would be amiss if  I 

didn’t say something about Mothers. I thank my God for all the mothers 

he brought into this world. They are a wonderful gift. Mother’s gave all 

of us our earthly beginnings. We couldn’t be born without one.  

Proverbs 31 tells us about a wife and a mother, one who takes care of 

her family, but most of all I like the last few verses that say it all, “Her 

children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises 



her; “Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all. Charm is 

deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but the woman who fears the Lord is to 

be praised. Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring 

her praise in the city gate.” 

So you see it all fits together. Our mother’s gave us our earthly 

lives. Jesus gives us eternal life. Both are important. We would not be in 

this world preparing for eternal life without our mothers. We would not 

have eternal life if God didn’t give us Jesus.  

So the final thing I would say this morning is this… because Jesus 

lives, we have life! Praise the Lord! And it is true, because he lives, life 

truly is worth living. Let it be so in your lives today. 

 

 


