April 22 07 Confirmation Sunday Acts 2:42-47
A CLASS OF DISCIPLES

Well, its hard to believe that the 13 weeks with the Confirmation Class has come to an end. I have been
blessed in getting to know them. They are a fine group of kids who have done all that | required of them. You
here today have perhaps already read why they want to join the church. And instead of sending those off to friends
and family, you can tell them to check out our website because the May Newsletter should be on it and their
essays are included. That was their final test. They have served this church well ever since the Confirmation Class
began by being ushers every week, by helping serve Communion on the first Sunday of the month, and by helping
in the fish fries and in cleanup. They have been instructed in the basic rules of the Christian faith. They have all
accepted Jesus as their Savior on their own as they made a profession of faith in Jesus by praying the sinners
prayer with me. And they have been taught church history, and of course about being a member of the United
Methodist Church. As of today their names will be listed proudly on the Membership list of the Williamsville
United Methodist Church. I am proud of these 6 kids who have been diligent in their work, taking notes on my

sermons each Sunday, doing their homework and by sharing their feelings.



But this is just the beginning. This Confirmation class is A New Class of Disciples. Hear now our Scripture
lesson found in Acts 2:42-47 when the first class of new disciples was formed. Read Acts 2:42ff

On a day like this, let me share from Max Lucado’s devotional. It is for all of us, but this morning it is
especially true of this Confirmation Class. He writes, “You are the only you God made. He made you and broke
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This morning’s Scripture is the result of what happened as the new powerful Peter preached on the day of
Pentecost. The result, as you will learn in a few weeks when we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, was that thousands

were converted to Christianity. As a result of that, this new class of disciples came togetherand“ dev ot ed

themselves to the apostl es teaching and to fel]



Friends and family of those who are being confirmed, and you their church family, hear these words because
they aren’t just for them. Those of you who are United Methodist stood before an altar like this and answered the
same questions that will be asked of these new disciples of Christ. And those of you who aren’t United Methodist
and are members of a different denomination you too once stood before and altar and took the vows of
membership as you joined your church. In a few moments when they take the vows of membership | hope you
will renew your vows with them.

This morning the first part of the vows will ask them about their relationship with God and Jesus Christ. It
IS to make sure they have been established in the faith, that they know that the Bible is the manual for training up
a person to know what God says to his children. They have been encouraged to read it daily, asking God for
wisdom to understand it, so that they can put his word into practice. As James says, “Do not merely listen to the
word, and so deceive yourself. Do what it says.”

Those are wise words for any of us.



And following their understanding of their relationship with God, the final question that shall be asked of
them will be, “ Wi | | you be |l oyal to the United Methodist
your gifts and your service.”

As you can see, the vows of being a United Methodist is just about the same as it was for that first class of
Christian disciples following Pentecost. So the remaining of this message | want you to see why these points are
important and see if some who are here today are still living up to those vows you once took when you became a
member of the church. Remember this! | take my responsibility as leader of this congregation seriously. | am
proud to be a United Methodist and | believe in the Wesley traditions and heritage. | believe also in the born again
experience that leads one to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. With that all said, hear now the vows for
membership in the United Methodist Church.

First, supporting the church by praying for it. Each of the past weeks in class each student took a turn to
either open or close our session with prayer. On many Sundays they were also assigned someone from that class

to pray for that week. They were all asked to pray for our church and for me daily.



You see prayer is our connecting to God. Even though we know God knows what we need, we don’t know

what we always need. Sometimes our wants, our desires, and our needs get mixed up. “God I want to play great
golf tomorrow and break 70,” I might pray. But you and | know that might be just a little bit difficult. Do |
believe it could happen? Yes! But in all sincerity that is more of a “wish list” rather than a felt need. Now when |
prayed, and when many of you prayed for my treatment to go well, well God heard that and answered it in a
positive way as this week it was a piece of cake, no ill effects, and it didn’t slow me down except for a couple of
hours that I didn’t push it, but I could have.

Prayer is the necessity of all God’s children. It’s our way of talking with God. Years ago Regis Philbin had a
quiz show and they had 3 lifelines they could use if they didn’t know the answer and needed help. They could poll
the audience, they could do a fifty-fifty, or they could phone a friend they had picked who was smart.

God is our lifeline. Prayer is our connection. He knows all the answers. In fact he tells us to rely on him.
Paul tells us to pray constantly. Max Lucado says, “ Want to worry less? Then pray more. Rather than look
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James decl ared, “Are any amongyiynogu asbuofufte reivnegr?y tThhi
(Max goes on) “ Diaper changes and dates? Business meetings and broken bathtubs? Procrastinations and

prognostications? Pray abouVl2everything. ( Gr ace
| would add, pray when taking a test. Pray when you are heading for school. Pray for teachers,

administrators. Pray for understanding of lessons. Pray going to work, for your bosses. If a leader, pray for those

who are under you. Pray for your family. Pray for your children. Pray for their future spouses, though you hope

that is way down the road. Do you get my drift? Prayer is essential in all our lives. You know, | promise to put

that into practice tomorrow on the golf course when | step to the first tee and ask God to give me a good round,

and “Lord, take care of my wicked slice.”
Prayer is important as a Christian. As a United Methodist you vow to pray, not only for yourself and your

family and the tough things you face. You vow to pray for your church, its leadership, its programs, its vision, its

pastor, its pastoral family. Prayer is an awesome responsibility and as United Methodists, better still as Christians

of any age, we better be about praying for one another. It’s God’s command.



Second, you need to support the United Methodist Church by your presence. Notice when the first class of
disciples were formed itsays,” Al t he beli evers were together and

In just a few months we hope to be doing a directory asking each family to come and have their picture
taken, receive a free picture and have their picture in the directory. This directory will be a record of our church
family, whether a shut-in, or in a nursing home, or a veteran away from home, or a college student on campus
outside our town or state. You see, as a congregation each person is important. We are a collage of people with
various gifts needed for the church of God to survive. So when one person is missing that picture, that gift is
missing. It’s as if there is a hole there. Now once in awhile it might be okay. When that one hole is missing then
that picture will never be the same. We are like a puzzle put together of a family. And if one of those pieces is
missing, well, it not only is incomplete, but eventually it gets tossed out.

You get my drift? This class has heard me stress the importance of being present in worship. It’s being in
worship where we worship our God, where we hear him speak to us, after we have praised and thanked him for
being our God. Worship is important. In the book of Hebrews we are warned not to neglect gathering together in

worship. From the Message translationweread;* So | et Ukl dof i belief, confi de



Il nside and out. Let’' s see how ielping®ut, hot avorlingwershippam

togetherassomedo,but spurring each other on."”

Confirmation Class, members of this church, members of any church, those are strong words. If we believe
God is important. If we believe Jesus is important, then we need to believe worship is important. Your presence is
expected. God issues an invitation to you to gather together with others of like mindedness to share in
worshipping him. As United Methodist you vowed you would be in your pew on most Sunday mornings. It is
required of you, not by me, but by God. The church building is a place set aside by God where God’s people
gather to worship, praise, share, pray, rejoice, celebrate, learn, heal, listen to his message, so that you can enter
into your world around you and remain strong, confident and be his witness to your neighbors.

Third vow is to support the church with your gifts. You know God loves a cheerful giver. He blesses
those who help support his ministries. We aren’t to give what is left over. We are to give what God tells us to

give. You can’t out give God. Like I once said, we have all the money we need to do all the things we want to do

in this church and for this church. The only problem is, it’s still in your pockets.



Now we can all give something to the church. Sometimes it might take a sacrificial gift, but isn’t that what
the widow did when she put her last 2 cents into the offering? She depended on her God to help provide her needs.
The religious leader put in out of his abundance and wanted the world to know what he gave. But it is the widow
who gave all who gets Jesus’ attention.

We need to remember we are giving through the church, but in all reality we are giving to God. Therefore,
If the church of God is to survive we need to support the church by our giving.

The last vow says we will also support the church with our service. You see, if the people of the church
don’t pitch in who will? Do we expect someone else to do it? God has given the church the right people with the
right gifts to do the work the church needs done. | know some of you have already found that out years ago when
some building was going on. It still needs to happen today. It almost seems that the word “volunteer” is gone form
the churches vocabulary. But as we know, we do need paid staff. But we need people to do God’s work in the
church. This Confirmation Class was instructed they could volunteer to be ushers, helpers with communion,
acolytes, work at dinners, help clean the church, and do whatever needs to be done. In the early church it was the

people who did the work. They came together using their gifts of service in order for the church to exist. Even



during the Exodus God had provided people who were able to be carpenters, sewers, makers of jewelry that
helped build the Tent and tabernacle that they worshipped in.

You see, God has provided for his church. We the church need to take our vows seriously. These vows that
are taken for membership in the United Methodist Church are the same vows we take as Christians. God is our
witness and stands right here at this altar when we are baptized, married, buried, or join the church. Our vows are
not just to the church, it is to our faith in God as we vow to pray, as we vow to worship, as we vow to support
God’s ministries, and as we use our gifts and talents to do the work God calls us to do.

This morning these six kids. Sami Benner, Kaitlyn Constant, Mackenzie McCall, Nick Martin, Chelsea
Nichols and Skylar Woods, are ready to profess their faith in Christ before this congregation, and are ready to take
their vows of membership. They have been instructed in the faith, and | deem them ready to accept their rightful
place as members of the United Methodist Church. Their journey is just beginning. | expect great things from
them and | expect to see them in worship, being active in the things of the church, being in Sunday School and
using their gifts for God through the Williamsville United Methodist Church. And | pray as their journey of faith

continues that we, the members of this church, and the members of their families will help nurture them, care for



them, pray for them and encourage them in this journey. We want all to be active in serving not only this church,
but most of all serving our risen Christ.

So, Confirmation Class, friends and family and church family, | pray you have a better understanding of
what it means to be a member of the United Methodist Church and the family of God. If there is anyone here
today who is not a member and God has put it on your heart to unite with the United Methodist Church, at the
close of this service | invite you to come and see me after worship and let us proceed in beginning a new class of
Christian Disciples for Christ.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!



